Dear Parents and Students:

Our goal at Galax High School is to prepare students for successful transition to their future endeavors. The faculty and
staff of Galax High School welcome the responsibility and challenge of preparing our students with the twenty-first
century skills necessary to be successful

The Galax High School Program of Studies is provided to assist parents and students in meeting this goal. Program
offerings, course descriptions, graduation requirements, and academic policies are provided for assistance in personalizing
a curriculum to meet the individual needs of your child.

Galax High School provides many opportunities for academic concentration, career preparation, and cultural enrichment.
We recommend that students take advantage of these unique opportunities by exploring all areas of interest.

As our scheduling process unfolds, we solicit active parental participation. Teachers, counselors, and administrators are
available to help you with any and all facets of the scheduling process. Please do not hesitate to contact us by telephone
(276-236-2991), fax (276-236-5930), or email.

Sincerely,

Justin Iroler
Principal
justiniroler@galaxschools.us

Kevie Ayers
Guidance Director
kevieavers@galaxschools.us
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MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of Galax High School is to maximize a student’s potential in a safe learning environment
By drawing on the resources of our community to provide students with
enhanced skills, knowledge and character so all students become
responsible and productive members of society.
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GALAX HIGH SCHOOL
PHILOSOPHY, GOALS, AND OBJECTIVES

The primary purpose of Galax High School is to educate young people so that they may contribute to society as worthy
citizens of the home, school, and community. Our school strives to develop within every pupil a command of the
fundamental process of learning. The school also works toward developing ethical character, physical and mental health,
and respect for the property and rights of others.

The school strives to help each student develop talents and identify limitations so that students can make educational,
vocational, personal, and social choices which lead to a happy, fulfilled life.

Each student should contribute significantly to and benefit from the total school program. Curricula are diversified so that
any student can satisfactorily complete a program of training or study in preparation for a useful and satisfying future.

The goal of instruction is to meet the physical, social, and emotional needs of the individual student and to be relevant to
the student’s environment and interests. It is the teacher’s responsibility to motivate learning by creating the proper
atmosphere, by leading constructive learning experiences in and out of the classroom, and by evaluating student
performance and teacher effectiveness. An attitude of cooperation and mutual respect among teachers, students,
administrators, and citizens of the community is to be fostered.

Because co-curricular and extra-curricular activities have intrinsic value, they are considered an integral part of the
educational program. These activities provide students the opportunity to develop creative initiative, special interests,

leadership, occupational skills, and self-direction. This philosophy allows our school to help each student find a
constructive and satisfying role in our democratic society.

The Galax High School faculty and administration are committed to the following goals for 2017-2018:

1. Improving language skills in the specific areas of writing, vocabulary, and reading comprehension.

2. Improving attendance by identifying students and families with a history of chronic absenteeism.
3. Using data to drive practices and instruction.

4. Developing a Homework Philosophy that is purposeful and is used for practice, reinforcement, and encourages
student accountability and responsibility.

5. Developing time on task strategies within each classroom.



Step 1:

Step 2:

Step 3:

Step 4:

Step 5:

Step 6:

REGISTRATION GUIDELINES

Students meet in class groups to review the Program of Studies. Guidance counselors review
graduation requirements, various course offerings and other necessary information for registration.

Guidance counselors conduct individual student conferences to review student credits, discuss
required courses, and assist students in choosing elective courses with consideration to prerequisites.
A pre-registration form will be completed during these conferences.

A copy of the pre-registration form will be returned to the student who in turn will review with
parents/guardians, who must then sign the pre-registration form for students to register for classes
through Power School.

On a scheduled date, students will enter class requests into Power School.

The master schedule is developed.

Printed schedules are issued to students the first week of August.

WHAT’S NEW IN 2017-2018?
Changes and Additions

Individual conferences for all students will occur during the registration process.
After initially choosing courses for the upcoming school year, students will have until the first Friday in June to

request a change in course selections. After that deadline, class changes will not be made except for obvious
errors or if the principal requests a change for a student due to extenuating circumstances.

If a student fails any tuition-paid class (dual enrollment ), administration reserves the right to refuse permission
for the student to take additional tuition-paid courses.

The Board of Education’s Seal of Biliteracy is added to the list of seals students may earn.

Consequences of dropping or failing a dual enrollment or Virtual Virginia class are discussed.

Distinctions are made between the classes of 2018, 2019 and the classes of 2020 and beyond regarding the use of
grade point totals.

The Eighth Grade Academy will be implemented during the 2017-2018 school year.

Prerequisite changes have been made to the following courses:

English 9/Honors English 9 AP Biology

English 10/Honors English 10 Chemistry

English 11/Honors English 11 AP US History

Honors English 11 Honors Virginia and US Government
College English Spanish I for Native Speakers
Algebra | Latin I

Honors Algebra 11 Chinese |



Computer Math Arabic I
College Pre-Calculus Practical Nursing
Honors Earth Science Applied Agricultural Concepts
Honors Biology

9. Grade Level changes have been made to the following courses:
Algebra I Part 11 Physics
Honors Algebra I Applied Agricultural Concepts
Geometry Introduction to Animal Science
Computer Math

10. The following courses have been removed from the course selection list:

Algebra I Part I Family Relations/Life Planning

Geometry Part | Intro to Home Furnishing & Interior Design/Intro
Geometry Part 11 to Fashion Design & Merchandising Occupations
Biological Applications in Agriculture Intro to Hospitality, Tourism & Recreation

11. The following courses have been added to the course selection list:

AP Biology Adv. Design, Multimedia & Web Tech
French LILIII Database Design & Management (Oracle)
Individual Research in Art Principles of Business & Marketing
AP Art History Agriculture Fabrication & Emerging Tech
Military Science I, II Intro to Animal Systems
Fundamentals of Welding/Welding Metallurgy Veterinary Science

PROGRAMS: Students may select from a wide range of academic, technical preparation, and

ACCREDITATION:

CLASS SCHEDULE:

SCHEDULE CHANGES:

GRADING:

developmental course offerings.

Galax City Public Schools are accredited by the Virginia State Department of Education.

Galax High School uses a seven period day schedule. All students must sign up for a full
schedule of seven classes. Students are required to take classes offered at Galax High
School unless to do so would create a conflict that cannot be resolved in the schedule.
Prerequisites and grade level requirements are the same for both on and off campus
classes.

After initially selecting courses in the spring, students will have until the first Friday in
June to request a change in course selections. After that deadline, class changes will not
be made except for obvious errors. The principal may request a schedule change for a
student after the drop date if extenuating circumstances exist.

Withdrawal from dual credit classes will follow Virginia Community College System
(VCCS) policy.

A (93-100) Excellent

B (85-92) Above Average

C (77-84) Average

D (70-76) Below Average

F (69-0) Unsatisfactory (No credit earned)
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STANDARD CREDITS:

DUAL ENROLLMENT:

INDEPENDENT STUDY:

Ten Point grading scale (AP and dual enrollment classes unless otherwise indicated)
A (90-100) Excellent

B (80-89) Above Average

C (70-70) Average

D (60-69) Below Average

B (0-59) Unsatisfactory

Standard credits are awarded by the school upon the completion of at least 140 hours of
classroom instruction with a passing grade. A Standard Diploma requires 22 standard
credits from the courses offered through Galax High School and 26 standard credits are
required for an Advanced Studies Diploma. One unit of credit is received for any class
taken with a final grade of A, B, C, or D.

When students below the ninth grade successfully complete courses offered for credit in
grades 9-12, credit shall be counted toward meeting the standard units required for
graduation provided the courses meet SOL content requirements equivalent in content
and academic rigor to courses offered at the secondary level.

Dual enrollment courses are offered through the Virginia Community College System
(VCCS). Grades for the dual enrollment courses will follow the VCCS’s grading scale.
Galax High School will follow the policies and prerequisites set by the VCCS for
students to continue with second semester classes. Six hours of college credit = 1 high
school credit. Galax City Public Schools will pay for no more than two dual enrollment
courses in addition to those taught by Galax High School faculty. Payment does not
include college courses taken after the regular school day or during the summer.
Students are responsible for purchasing textbooks.

Students may earn standard credits through independent study. Students unable to
schedule seven classes during the regular term may pursue independent study credit
through a course of study outside of the school day. Permission from the teacher,
principal, and guidance director must be secured before course enrollment. Independent
study opportunities may not replace courses available in the Galax High School Master
Schedule and must meet the following criteria:

1. Hours of instruction:
6 college credits = 1 high school credit
140 instructional hours = 1 high school credit

2. Approved curriculum

3. Institutional accreditation and/or teacher endorsement

4. Evaluation of student performance

5. Prior to the issuance of credit, the student must present documentation for
verification of the above four items

6. Students are responsible for all expenses of an independent study

7. Southwest Virginia Governor’s School and Nursing students who take an

independent study at Galax High School are accountable for completing
assignments and meeting deadlines set forth by the GHS teacher. No late
work will be accepted

8. The final grade for the independent study will be noted on the high school
transcript and calculated into the grade point average.



GRADE LEVEL
CLASSIFICATIONS:

SUMMER SCHOOL:

RETAKING A COURSE:

HONOR ROLL:

STANDARDS OF
LEARNING (SOL)
REQUIREMENTS:

Students will be placed in grade levels as follows:

Grade 8 Promoted

Grade 9 Pass 5 courses — 2 must include English 8 and math
Grade 10 Earn 7 credits — 2 must be 9" grade credits

Grade 11 Earn 12 credits

Grade 12 Be enrolled in courses that will lead to the fulfillment of

graduation requirements by the spring of grade 12 or the
immediate summer.

Galax High School offers summer instruction for students enrolled at GHS. Students
can enroll in summer school to compensate for failed subjects, to take classes they

could not otherwise include in their schedule and for remediation. Students may take
one new subject (totaling a minimum of 140 hours) or two repeat subjects (totaling a
minimum of 70 hours each). Students must have a grade of 60 or higher to repeat a
class in summer school. However, students with a final grade below 60 can retake a
subject for credit as a new class. Grades received in summer school will have a standard
weight. Tuition is the responsibility of the student.

When a student retakes a course, the better of the two grades received in that course

will be used to compute the grade point total for grades11 and 12 and grade point
average for all grade levels. A student receives credit only once. Courses previously
passed that are taken for grade improvement do NOT count toward VHSL participation
requirements.

To be included on the Honor Roll, students must meet the following criteria:
A Honor Roll — All As A/B Honor Roll — No grade lower than a B
Honor Roll eligibility is determined using report cards. Grade changes must be made

within two days of distribution of report cards to be considered in Honor Roll
calculations.

All eighth grade students must take Grade 8 SOL tests including:
2 English (Writing & Reading) and Science.

Students who enroll in the following courses will be required to take the End of Course
(EOC) Standards of Learning (SOL) tests:

English 11 Writing Chemistry |

English 11 Reading World Geography

Algebra | World History I to 1500AD
Geometry World History II 1500-Present
Algebra I1 U. S. History

Earth Science A.P. U.S. History

Biology I



To earn an Advanced Studies Diploma, students must earn a minimum of nine
verified credits:

2 English

2 Mathematics

2 Science

2 History

1 Student Choice

To earn a Standard Diploma, students must earn a minimum of six verified credits:
2 English
1 Mathematics
1 Science
1 History
1 Student Choice

VERIFIED CREDTIS: Galax High School awards verified credits when students:
1. Earn a standard credit in the course

2. Receive a passing score on the corresponding End of Course (EOC)
SOL assessment, substitute assessments, or certain professional and
industry certifications and licenses.



GRADUATION GUIDELINES
Classes of 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

ADVANCED STUDIES DIPLOMA:

STANDARD VERIFIED
DISCIPLINE AREA CREDIT CREDIT
REQUIREMENT | REQUIREMENT

English 4 2

Mathematics!

Laboratory Science 2

2
2
History & Social Science * 2

World Language*

Health & Physical Education

=N WA

Fine Arts or Career & Tech
Education’

Economics & Personal Finance 1

Electives

Student Select Test® 1

Total 26

! Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include at least three different course selections from among: Algebra I,
Geometry, Algebra II, or other mathematics courses above the level of Algebra II. The Board shall approve courses to satisfy this
requirement.
2 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include course selections from at least three different science disciplines from
among: earth sciences, biology, chemistry, or physics or completion of the sequence of science courses required for the International
Baccalaureate Diploma. The Board shall approve courses to satisfy this requirement.
3 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include U.S. and Virginia History, U.S. and Virginia Government, and two
courses in either world history or geography or both. The Board shall approve courses to satisfy this requirement.
4 Courses to satisfy this requirement shall include three years of one language or two years of two languages.
3 Courses to satisfy this requirement shall include one credit in fine or performing arts or career and technical education.
6 A student may utilize additional tests for earning verified credit in computer science, technology, career and technical education,
economics, or other areas as prescribed in 8 VAC 20-131-110.
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GRADUATION GUIDELINES
Classes of 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

STANDARD DIPL.OMA:

STANDARD VERIFIED
DISCIPLINE AREA CREDIT CREDIT
REQUIREMENT REQUIREMENT

English 4 2

Mathematics’

Laboratory Science ®

1
1
History & Social Science’ 1

Health & Physical Education

(\O RN \ONRUS R RUSHRUS)

World Language, Fine Arts or
CTE

[

Economics & Personal Finance

Electives!® 4

Student Select Test!! 1

Total 22

7 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include at least two different course selections from among: Algebra I;
Geometry; Algebra, Functions and Data Analysis; Algebra II, or other mathematics courses above the level of Algebra II.

8 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include course selections from at least two different science disciplines; earth
sciences, biology, chemistry or physics or completion of the sequence of science courses required for the International Baccalaureate
Diploma. - Students who complete a career and technical education program sequence and pass an examination or occupational
competency assessment in a career and technical education field that confers certification or an occupational competency credential
from a recognized industry, or trade or professional association or acquires a professional license in a career and technical education
field from the Commonwealth of Virginia may substitute the certification, competency credential or license for (1) the student
selected verified credit and (2) either a science or history and social science verified credit when the certification, license or credential
confers more than one verified credit. The examination or occupational competency assessment must be approved by the Board as an
additional test to verify student achievement.

9 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include U.S. and Virginia History, U.S. and Virginia Government, and one
course in either world history or geography or both. The Board shall approve courses to satisfy this requirement. - - Students who
complete a career and technical education program sequence and pass an examination or occupational competency assessment in a
career and technical education field that confers certification or an occupational competency credential from a recognized industry, or
trade or professional association or acquires a professional license in a career and technical education field from the Commonwealth
of Virginia may substitute the certification, competency credential or license for (1) the student selected verified credit and (2) either
a science or history and social science verified credit when the certification, license or credential confers more than one verified credit.
The examination or occupational competency assessment must be approved by the Board as an additional test to verify student
achievement.

10 Courses to satisfy this requirement shall include at least two sequential electives as required by the Standards of Quality.

"' A student may utilize additional tests for earning verified credit in computer science, technology, career and technical education,
economics or other areas as prescribed by the Board in 8§ VAC 20-131-110.
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APPLIED STUDIES
DIPLOMA:

INDIVIDUAL STUDENT
ALTERNATIVE
EDUCATION PROGRAM
(ISAEP):

CAREER AND
TECHNICAL
COMPLETERS:

In accordance with the Standards of Quality, students with disabilities who complete the
requirements of their Individualized Education Program (IEP) and do not meet the
requirements for other diplomas shall be awarded an Applied Studies Diploma.

The first option for every high school aged student should be to complete the requirement
for a standard or advanced studies diploma. Although every effort should be made to
counsel students to remain in the regular high school program through graduation, there
are circumstances when this is no longer a viable option. The Individual Student
Alternative Education Program (ISAEP) allows the fulfillment of compulsory attendance
requirements by any student who is 16 years old and for whom an ISAEP plan is
developed in a meeting with the student, the student’s parents, and the principal or
designee. In such cases, the Virginia State Board of Education provides students with

an opportunity to exit high school with a well-recognized credential and the knowledge
and skills necessary for a successful transition to adulthood, an option certainly more
desirable than dropping out of school.

Program components must include: 1) Career guidance and counseling; 2) Career and
Technical education (CTE) opportunities must be provided through the program; 3)
Enrollment in an Economics & Personal Finance class; and 4) General Education
Development (GED) test preparation programs or other alternative education classes
provided to help students prepare for the GED tests.

Students in ISAEP may elect to re-enroll in the regular school or other alternative
program for any reason prior to completing their plan. School divisions shall have
written procedures for re-enrollment.

By successfully completing any of the following pathways, students will receive a Career
and Technical Completer Certificate. A completer certificate requires the completion of
two courses with the exception of Auto, which requires three courses. Students are not
limited to taking only two courses during their high school career.

CTE Completer Pathways

Auto:
Auto I — Auto II — Auto III

Family Consumer Science:
Independent Living -- Nutrition and Wellness/Parenting
OR
Leadership Development -- Teachers for Tomorrow

Engineering:
Electronic Systems I -- Introduction to Robotics
OR
Introduction to Engineering -- Engineering Applications
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Agriculture:

Applied Agricultural Concepts -- Agriculture Fabrication and Emerging Technologies

OR

Applied Agricultural Concepts -- Introduction to Animal Sciences -- Veterinary Science

OR

Applied Agricultural Concepts -- Outdoor Recreation, Parks and Tourism System Mgtm -- Advanced Forestry Mgtm

DIPLOMA SEALS:

OR
Applied Agricultural Concepts -- Advanced Forestry Management

Governor’s Seal: Awarded to students who complete the requirements for an Advanced
Studies Diploma with an average grade of “B” or better, and successfully complete college-
level coursework that will earn the student at least nine transferable college credits in
Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), Cambridge, or dual enrollment
courses.

Board of Education Seal: Awarded to students who complete the requirements for a
Standard Diploma or Advanced Studies Diploma with an average grade of “A” beginning with
the ninth-grade class of 2006-2007 and beyond.

Board of Education’s Career & Technical Education Seal: Awarded to students who:

e carn a Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma and complete a prescribed sequence of
courses in a career and technical education concentration or specialization that they
choose and maintain a “B” or better average in those courses

e OR pass an examination or an occupational competency assessment in a career and
technical education concentration or specialization that confers certification or
occupational competency credential from a recognized industry, trade or professional
association

e OR acquire a professional license in that career and technical education field from the
Commonwealth of Virginia.

Board of Education’s Advanced Mathematics & Technology Seal: Awarded to students who
Earn either a Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma and satisfy all of the mathematics require-
ments for the Advanced Studies Diploma (four units of credit including Algebra II: two verified
Units of credit) with a “B” average or better; and either:
e pass an examination in a career and technical education field that confers certification
from a recognized industry, or trade or professional association
e OR acquire a professional license in a career and technical education field from the
Commonwealth of Virginia
e OR pass an examination approved by the board that confers college-level credit in
technology or computer science area.

Board of Education’s Excellence in Civics Education Seal: Awarded to students who meet
each of the following four criteria:
e Satisfy the requirement to earn a Modified Standard Diploma, a Standard Diploma or and
Advanced Studies Diploma
e Complete Virginia & United States History and Virginia & United States Government
courses with a grade of “B” or higher
e Complete 50 hours of voluntary participation in community service or extracurricular
activities, such as volunteering for a charitable or religious organization that provides
services to the poor, sick or less fortunate; participating in Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts or
similar youth organizations; participating in Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps

12



COLLEGE CREDIT
COURSES:

(JROTC); participating in political campaigns, government internships, Boys State, Girls
State or Model General Assembly; and participating in school-sponsored extracurricular
activities that have a civics focus. Any student who enlists in the United States military
prior to graduation will be deemed to have met this community service requirement.

e Have good attendance and no disciplinary infractions as determined by local school board
policies.

Board of Education’s Seal of Biliteracy: Awarded to students who earn a Board of Education-
approved diploma and :
e Pass all required End-of-Course Assessments in English reading and writing at the
proficient or higher level
e Demonstrate proficiency at the intermediate-mid level or higher in one or more languages
other than English as demonstrated through an assessment from a list approved the
Superintendent of Public Instruction. American Sign Language qualifies as a language
other than English.

Galax High School offers students the opportunity to take college level and Advanced Placement
(AP) courses for high school graduation and/or college credit under the following conditions:

a) Prior written approval from the high school principal

b) The college must accept the student for admission to the course, and

¢) The course must be given by the college for degree credit, hence no remedial courses will
be accepted.

If tuition is paid by the Galax City Public Schools, students are responsible for purchasing
college textbooks and lab manuals. Dual enrollment courses us the grading scale assigned by
the Virginia Community College System (VCCS). Advanced Placement (AP) and Virtual
Virginia Courses will be graded on a ten point scale. Galax City Public Schools will pay for no
more than two dual enrollment courses in addition to those taught by Galax High faculty.

Please note:

If a student chooses to drop a Virtual Virginia/Advanced Placement course before the drop
deadline established by Virtual Virginia, there will be no grade repercussion, but he/she must
pay the $75 withdrawal fee. If a student chooses to drop a Virtual Virginia/Advanced
Placement course after the drop deadline established by Virtual Virginia, he/she must pay the
$75 withdrawal fee and the student will receive a W/F for the course (which will be noted on the
high school transcript and calculated in the student’s grade point average).

If a student chooses to drop a Wytheville Community College (WCC) dual enrollment course
before the drop date for tuition refund, there will be no grade repercussion. If a student chooses
to drop a WCC dual enrollment course after the drop date for tuition refund he/she must
reimburse the cost of the class to Galax City Public Schools and the student will receive a W/F
for the course (which will be noted on the high school transcript and calculated in the student’s
grade point average).

If a student chooses to drop a Linwood Holton Governor’s School(LHGS) dual enrollment course
before the drop date for tuition refund, there will be no grade repercussion. If a student chooses
to drop a LHGS dual enrollment course after the drop date for tuition refund he/she must
reimburse the cost of the class to Galax City Public Schools and the student will receive a W/F
for the course (which will be noted on the high school transcript and calculated in the student’s
grade point average).

If a student drops a Virtual Virginia/AP course or a WCC dual enrollment course, he/she will

13



SENIOR YEAR
PLUS:

be placed in a Galax High School class.

If a student fails any tuition-paid class, administration reserves the right to refuse permission for
The student to take additional tuition-paid courses.

Students are encouraged to consider the potential benefits of competing AP and dual
Enrollment courses and taking the AP examinations which include:

e Many colleges and universities offer college credit for acceptable scores on AP exams
and will accept most dual enrollment college transfer credits which can result in tuition
savings

e Many colleges give consideration for honors and other special programs to students who
have received AP recognition and

e Colleges give additional consideration to applicants who have taken the most challenging
courses offered by their high school.

To increase the probability of success in Honors, Dual Enrollment, and AP Courses students

should:
¢ Find out more about each course by talking to the teacher and reviewing the course

syllabus and course expectations;

Consult with the current teacher for advice;

Have a cumulative grade point average of “C” or above;

Understand that Honors, Dual Enrollment, and AP courses require commitment;

Be prepared to analyze and evaluate their own products (writing, research projects as well

as works by peers and experts). Be able to comprehend advanced level reading materials

and writing from various vantage points in a number of styles and for a variety of

purposes;

e Understand that the pace of an advanced course is faster than that of other courses and
require additional assignments and;

o Be aware that success is more advanced courses enhances the chances of being accepted
by colleges and universities and better prepares the student to do college/university level
work.

The Early College Scholars Program allows eligible high school seniors to complete their high
school diploma while earning at least 15 hours of transferable credits toward a college degree,
providing a challenging senior year and reducing the expense of college tuition for families.
Credits are earned in dual-enrollment programs through the Commonwealth College Course
Collaborative and by taking Advanced Placement (AP) courses at their home high schools or
through the Virginia Virtual AP School while completing the requirements for an Advanced
Studies Diploma. AP tuition and exam fees will be paid by the Virginia Department of
Education for students enrolled in the program. Early College Scholars receive a certificate from
the Governor recognizing their achievement.

The Virtual Advanced Placement School provides a variety of college level and World
Language courses, using distance learning technologies. The program was designed to provide
educational opportunities to schools that may have too fee students to justify hiring a full-time
teacher, are unable to find qualified teachers, or for students with scheduling conflicts. AP
courses follow the College Board curriculum. World Language courses are open to students

in grades seven or higher.
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Dual Enrollment

Advanced Placement (AP)

Through an agreement with Virginia Community college System
(VCCS), students may receive college credit while still enrolled
at Galax High School. Technical dual credit classes are not
considered honors classes since they do not transfer to 4-year
programs. Classes are taught by college accredited staff at Galax
High School, the Crossroads Institute, the Southwest Virginia
Governor’s School (SWVGS), and on-line through the A.
Linwood Holton Virtual Governor’s School.

Advanced Placement courses offer students the opportunity to do
college-level work while still in high school. Students are
required to take the nationally administered exam in May with
their score on the test determining whether the college they attend
will award college credit. To be high weight classes, students
must take the AP assessment. Classes are taught at Galax High
School and on-line through the Virtual Advanced Placement

School.

Classes available:

@ Galax High School

Academic Credit Technical Credit

College English Dual Credit Office Administration

College Pre-Calculus ~ Dual Credit Adv. Accounting

College Calculus Dual Credit Computer Info Sys
Dual Credit Word Processing
Dual Credit Forestry

@SWVGS

College Computer Science College Analytic Geometry

College Applied Calculus College Algebra

College Trigonometry College Differential Equations
College Engineering Calculus  College Calculus

College Statistics College Astronomy

College Anatomy & Physiology College Biology

College Environmental Science  College Forensic Science
College Chemistry College Physics

@A. Linwood Holton Governor’s School
Creative Writing Environmental Science
Advanced Multimedia Appalachian Studies

@Crossroads
Practical Nursing |
Construction Technology I & 11

Classes available:
@Galax High School

AP Biology AP US History AP Art History

Virtual Advanced Placement (AP) School

AP Art History

AP Biology

AP Calculus AB

AP Calculus BC

AP Chinese Lang & Culture
AP Computer Science A

AP English Lang & Composition
AP English Lit & Composition
AP Environmental Science

AP European History

AP French Language

AP Gov’t & Politics: Comparative
AP Gov’t & Politics: US

AP Human Geography

AP Latin

AP Macroeconomics

AP Microeconomics

AP Physics |

AP Physics 11

AP Psychology

AP Spanish Language

AP Statistics

AP US History

AP World History
Arabic I
Arabic II
Arabic III
Chinese I
Chinese 11
Chinese 111
Chinese IV
Creative Writing
Economics
French I
French II
French III
Latin I
Latin II
Latin III
Latin IV
Psychology
Survey or World Language
and Culture
World Mythology

Requirements:
Grade Level: 11, 12
Meet course prerequisites
Teacher Recommendation
Appropriate VCCS Placement Test Score

Requirements:
Grade Level: 11, 12
Meet course prerequisites
Teacher Recommendation

Enrollment in the Early College Scholars Program

Transportation: Provided by Galax City Schools to SWVGS
and Crossroads Institute.

Transportation: None required. All classes are taken at Galax

High School

Cost to Student: If tuition is paid by Galax City Public Schools,
families are responsible for purchasing textbooks.

Cost to Student: $75 if student chooses to withdraw from
Virtual Virginia/AP classes after 20 calendar days.
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COLLEGE TRANSER
PROGRAMS:

WEIGHTING OF
GRADES:

The college transfer programs at Wytheville Community College allow students at

Galax High School to complete first-and second-year courses in arts and sciences and
pre-professional courses that transfer to four-year colleges and universities. A number of
four-year degree programs are available on the campus of Wytheville Community
College, including The New College degree programs which are taught at Crossroads,
Old Dominion University, and King College.

Associate of Arts and Sciences Degree Programs are designed with two primary goals
In mind:

1) To offer the student a widely accepted program of general preparation for upper-
division work in a chosen professional field, stressing a balance of required
courses common to most baccalaureate degree programs; and

2) To offer maximum flexibility so that the student may select specific courses that
may be required at the college or university to which transfer is contemplated.

Galax High School students apply for these programs by completing WCC application
forms and demonstrating competency in Math and English based on their scores on the
Virginia Placement Test (VPL). Guaranteed admission and transfer agreements with four
year colleges and universities only apply to students who complete the Associate Degree
with the specified GPA. Students at Galax High School will enroll in the Program as
juniors and move as a cohort through the required courses. Areas of concentration
include General Studies, Liberal Arts, and Sciences. Courses will be taught at Galax
High School, the Crossroads institute, and on-line.

Weighting grades encourages learning for the sake of learning. High weight classes are
assigned grade points of higher value. The point value is used to determine the student’s
Grade Point Total (GPT). The following chart shows the point values assigned to grades
earned in high weight courses compared with standard weight for technical and general
courses.

GRADES HIGH STANDARD
A 5 4
B 4 3
C 3 2
D 2 1
F 0 0

The courses listed below are considered high weight.

-Southwest Virginia Governor’s School Courses
-A Linwood Holton Governor’s School Courses
-Virtual Virginia Advanced Placement Courses
-Dual Credit Courses listed below:

Honors English 9 Honors Algebra I Biology II- Anatomy
Honors English 10 Algebra 11 Physics

Honors English 11 Honors Algebra II AP Biology**

College English 12* Trig/Statistics AP History**

College Pre-Calculus* Honors Earth Science  Honors US Government
College Applied Calculus* Honors Biology AP Art History**

Level III foreign language Chemistry

*Students must have a final grade of at least “C” in dual enrollment classes to be granted
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GRADE POINT
TOTAL (GPT):

RANKING:

high weight.
**Students must score at least a 2 or better on the AP test to be granted high weight.

All other credit courses are considered standard weight.

Grade Point Total (GPT) is used to determine class rank for the Classes of 2018 and 2019.

The GPT enables students to see where they are in relation to past achievement and future goals.
The information is also used for instructional planning. GPT is accumulated from a maximum
of seven credits taken at Galax High School during the school day. Courses taken outside of the
school day require prior administrative approval.

Grade points are awarded according to the weight of the class. For calculation of the GPT,
Guidance will use the high weight classes showing the best grades. These seven numbers are
simply added together.

Example (Grade 12) Grade Points
English 12 B 3
Algebra II B 4 (High Weight)
Biology II-Anatomy C 3 (High Weight)
U.S. Government A 4
Information Technology B 3
Auto Service Tech | A 4

GPT for grade 12 =21

GPT is calculated by including a maximum of:
1 high weight course in grade 9 4 high weight courses in grade 11
3 high weight courses in grade 10 4 high weight courses in grade 12

Beginning with the Class of 2020 and cohorts thereafter, the GPT is eliminated. These grade
levels will continue to receive un-weighted and weighted grade point averages (GPA), but all
high weight courses will be calculated into the GPA.

For the Classes of 2018 and 2019, students will be ranked by grade level according to their
Grade Point Total (GPT). This and all other student information is confidential and will be
kept in the guidance office. The parent or guardian of any student may view the permanent
record upon request with the assistance of a counselor.

For the Class of 2020 and beyond, students will be ranked by grade level according to their
weighted Grade Point Average (GPA).

Final rank is calculated at the end of the first semester of a student’s senior year using full
credit (one Carnegie credit) values in grades 9-11, and the first semester in grade 12.

For the Classes of 2018 and 2019, class valedictorian shall be the student(s) with the highest
GPT. The salutatorian shall be the student(s) with the second highest GPT. The valedictorian
and salutatorian must have been enrolled in Galax High School for seven (7) consecutive
semesters.

For the Class of 2020 and beyond, class valedictorian shall be the student(s) with the highest
weighted GPA. The salutatorian shall be the student(s) with the second highest GPA. The
valedictorian and salutatorian must have been enrolled in Galax High School for four (4)
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consecutive semesters, including their senior year.

Other remain students, including transfer students, with a weighted GPA of 3.600 or higher
will be named Honor Graduates. The top ten percent of the class will be recognized with a
different colored tassel at graduation. In case of ties, all students will identical scores will
receive the appropriate honor ranking.
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GALAX HIGH SCHOOL 2017-2018 COURSE OFFERINGS

ENGLISH
(See pages 29-32) College Pre-Calculus 11|12
English 8 - Reading 8 College Calculus 12
English 8 - Writing 8
SCIENCE
Honors English 8 — Reading 8 (See pages 39-41)
Honors English 8 — Writing 8 Physical Science
English 9 9 Honors Physical Science
Honors English 9 9 Earth Science 10 | 11 | 12
English 10 10 Honors Earth Science 10 | 11 | 12
Honors English 10 10 Biology 10 | 11 | 12
English 11 11 Honors Biology 10 | 11 | 12
Honors English 11 11 AP Biology 11|12
English 12 12 | Biology II — Ecology 11 | 12
College English 12 | Biology II — Anatomy 11 | 12
Shakespeare’s Comedies 11 | 12 | Chemistry 11 ] 12
Physics 11 ] 12
MATHEMATICS
(See pages 34-36)
SOCIAL STUDIES
Algebra I Part I1 9 |10 (See pages42-43)
Algebra [ 8 9 | 10 World History I
Honors Algebra I 8 9 | 10 World History 11 10 | 11 | 12
Geometry 8 9 | 10| 11 World Geography 10 | 11 | 12
Algebra Functions & Data Analysis 9 10 | 11 | 12 | VA and US History 11
Computer Math 10 | 11 | 12 | AP US History 11
Algebra I1 9 | 10 | 11 | 12 | VA and US Government 12
Honors Algebra I1 9 | 10 | 11 | 12 | Honors VA and US Government 12
Trigonometry/Statistics 10 | 11 | 12
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GALAX HIGH SCHOOL 2017-2018 COURSE OFFERINGS

HEALTH & PHYSICAL ED
(See pages 33-34) Arabic 111 11| 12
ENG LANGUAGE LEARNERS
Health/PE 8 (See page 49)
Health/PE 9 ESLIand II 10 | 11 | 12
Health/PE 10 & Driver’s Ed 10
MUSIC
Advanced PE I and 11 11 | 12 | (See pages 37-39)
Fitness I and 11 11 | 12 | Beginning Band 10 | 11 | 12
Concert Band
WORLD LANGUAGES Symphonic/Marching Band/
(See pages 45-48) Color Guard 10 | 11 | 12
Spanish | 10 | 11 | 12 | Chorus 10 | 11 | 12
Spanish 11 10 | 11 | 12 | Concert Chorus 10 | 11 | 12
Spanish III 11 | 12 | Music Appreciation 10 | 11 | 12
Spanish I for Native Speakers 10 | 11 | 12 | Guitar I 10 | 11 | 12
Spanish II for Native Speakers 10 | 11 | 12 | Guitar II and III 10 | 11 | 12
Spanish 111 for Native Speakers 11 | 12 | Percussion Ensemble 10 | 11 | 12
French I (Online) 10 | 11 | 12
ART
French II (Online) 10 | 11 | 12 | (See pages 24-25)
French I1I (Online) 11 | 12 | Art] 10 | 11 | 12
Latin I (Online) 10 | 11 | 12 | ArtlT 10 | 11 | 12
Latin II (Online) 10 | 11 | 12 | Art HV/Art IV/Art V 11 | 12
Latin III (Online) 11 |12 | Art1V 11 | 12
Chinese I (Online) 10 | 11 | 12 | ArtV 12
Chinese II (Online) 10 | 11 | 12 | Individual Research in Art 11 | 12
Chinese III (Online) 11 | 12 | AP Art History 11|12
Arabic I (Online) 10 | 11 | 12
WELDING
Arabic II (Online) 10 | 11 | 12 | (See page 45) 11 ] 12
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GALAX HIGH SCHOOL 2017-2018 COURSE OFFERINGS

AUTO FAMILY & CONSUMER
(See pages 25-26) SCIENCE (See pages 32-33)
Auto Service Technology I 10 Independent Living 10 | 11 ] 12
Auto Service Technology 11 11 | 12 | Nutrition & Wellness/Parenting 10 | 11 | 12
Auto Service Technology 111 12 | Teachers for Tomorrow 11|12
Leadership/Service Learning 11|12
AGRICULTURE
(See pages 23-24)
STEM
Applied Agricultural Concepts 10 | 11 | 12 | (See page 44)
Introduction to Animal Syst. 10 | 11 | 12 | Electronic Systems | 10 | 11 | 12
Outdoor Rec, Parks & Tourism
Systems 10 | 11 | 12 | Introduction to Robotics 10 | 11 | 12
Agriculture Fabrication & Emerging
Technology 10 | 11 | 12 | Introduction to Engineering 10 | 11 | 12
Engineering Analysis and
Veterinary Science 10 | 11 | 12 | Applications II 10 | 11 | 12
BUSINESS MILITARY SCIENCE
(See pages 26-29) (See page 37)
Online Econ & Personal Finance 10 | 11 | 12 | Military Science I 10 | 11 | 12
Accounting 10 | 11 | 12 | Military Science 11 10 | 11 | 12
Dual Credit Adv. Accounting 11| 12
ISAEP
Dual Credit Word Processing 11 | 12 | (See page 11)
GED Preparation — Must be at least 16
Computer Information Systems 10 | 11 | 12 | years of age.
Information Technology
Fundamentals 10 | 11 | 12
Design, Multimedia and Web OFF CAMPUS OFFERINGS
Technologies 10 | 11 | 12 | (See pages 49-51)
Advanced Design, Multimedia
And Web Technologies 11 | 12 | SW Virginia Governor’s School 11|12
Database Design and Linwood Holton Governor’s
Management (Oracle) 10 | 11 | 12 | School 11| 12
Principles of Business and
Marketing 10 | 11 | 12 | Virtual Virginia AP School 11 | 12
Publication/Yearbook 10 | 11 | 12 | Crossroads Institute 11|12
Blue Ridge Crossroad’s
Governor’s School 10 | 11 | 12

EIGHTH GRADE ACADEMY
(See pages 22-23)




ALL COURSE OFFERINGS ARE DEPENDENT UPON TEACHER AVAILABILITY, STUDENT INTEREST
AND FINANCIAL RESOURCES.

EIGHTH GRADE ACADEMY

Galax High School understands the importance of providing a successful transition for all students into high school life.
The administration, teachers, and staff of GHS recognize the potential for students to struggle when making a transition
into a new setting, school, or environment. Research shows that students who have a positive transition from middle
school to high school have a more successful secondary experience and a better chance of graduating on time.

The goal of the 8" Grade Academy is to prepare eighth grade students and their families for a successful transition from
middle school to high school life. Students will follow a contained schedule which will gradually integrate them into
Galax High School. Eighth grade students will remain with their cohort in most core classes, PE and lunch while being
introduced to high school electives through exploratory courses. The exploratory classes will allow students to experience
different educational/career avenues they might otherwise never consider. The middle to high transition also includes
providing more resources for academics during and after school through homework help, tutoring, remediation, etc.

Eighth grade schedules will include:

English 8-Writing

English 8-Reading

Algebra I or Geometry (High school credit will be awarded upon successful completion of the course and SOL)

World History I (High school credit will be awarded upon successful completion of the course and SOL)

Physical Science

Health and Physical Education 8 (This course will be scheduled for all eighth grade during 5" period to
accommodate all 8" grade students to eat the same lunch — separate from 9-12)

An eighth grade student can choose to take one of the following elective courses:
Band (Students will take this class for a full year)
Chorus (Students will take this class for a full year)
Exploratory Class (Students will rotate each quarter through the classes)
Art
Engineering and Agriculture
Business/Web Design
Creative Computing Online

8™ GRADE EXPLORATORY Grade Level: 8
Prerequisite: None

ART: Students in this class will explore select media used in Art I and Art II at the high school level. This may include:
Grid Drawings with shading, Acrylic Paintings on canvas boards, pen & ink drawings, and small Polymer clay sculptures,
all of which is dependent upon time and student/class progress. All media may not be explored if sufficient progress is
not made to move forward from project to project in the allotted time of the given quarter.

CREATIVE COMPUTING ONLINE: This exploratory will help students explore being a designer/creator with their
computer. Through these lessons students will develop as computational thinkers. Students will complete online
activities and writings as they gain experience with the Scratch programming language. These activities encourage
exploration of key computational thinking concepts (sequence, loops, parallelism, events, conditionals, operators, date)
and computational thinking practices (experimenting and iterating, testing and debugging, reusing and remixing,
abstracting and modularizing). Students will be assessed in two key areas: the product of their work and their design

22



journal. Students will keep a design journal to keep notes and reflections on the process of designing in Scratch. Step by
step students will use Scratch to create animations, tell stories, and develop a starter game.

BUSINESS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY: This course examines a variety of skills and offerings. Students
will use their creativity to develop an idea for a new business. This exploratory will seek to inform students how to
manipulate data by using powerful software to produce meaningful and timely information for strategic decision making.
Students will learn the basic financial and management aspects of a business. In addition, students will learn the basic
principles of marketing and then apply those skills with logo design, flyers, brochures and web design to promote their
product. As a final project, students will write a reflective essay on the potential viability of their business idea and their
experiences.

AGRICULTURE/ENGINEERING/ROBOTICS: In this course students will gain hands on experience working with
shop tools, 3D printers, digital design, laser cutter/engravers and a CNC routers and robots. Students will complete
several projects that will take home with them.

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION
(A Career Cluster Program)

Applied Agricultural Concepts Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: None Standard Weight

Students who have limited or not agricultural background or experience learn fundamental agricultural competencies
needed for rural or urban living. Areas of instruction include meat grading and selection; maintenance of home appliances
and equipment; and the study of plumbing, electrical wiring, and carpentry fundamentals. Teachers may incorporate
additional competencies in the study of soil fertility and in cultural practices for shrubs, lawns, gardens, an fruit trees. The
course emphasizes leadership development activities and participation in FFA activities.

Introduction to Animal Systems Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: None Standard Weight

Students develop competencies in each of the major areas of the Animal Systems career pathway including animal
nutrition, reproduction, breeding, care, and management. Students learn agricultural mechanics applicable to animal
systems. Students will be exposed to principles of leadership within student organizations and Supervised Agricultural
Experience opportunities.

QOutdoor Recreation, Parks and Tourism Systems Management Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: “C” in Applied Agricultural Concepts Standard Weight

This course will offer instruction in the development and management of recreational areas and parks and the economic
and environmental impact of tourism. Instruction in this course will also strengthen career skills relative to the outdoor
parks, recreation and tourism industries.
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Agriculture Fabrication and Emerging Technologies Grade Level: 9,10,11
Prerequisite: Applied Agricultural Concepts Standard Weight

Students will receive instruction in metal fabrication, including cutting, welding, and cold metalworking processes for
agricultural applications. The course will also include the investigation of emerging technologies used within the field of
agriculture. Leadership and career skills will be incorporated throughout.

Veterinary Science Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: Introduction to Animal Systems Standard Weight
(Alternates every other year with Dual Credit Forestry)

Veterinary Science enables students to acquire the employability and technical knowledge and skills needed to succeed in
postsecondary education as well as in a career in veterinary medicine or a related occupation. Course content integrates
application of academics development of career competencies, and instruction in course-specific knowledge and skills,
such as the use of tools, equipment, and facilities related to veterinary medicine. Business management, leadership, and
FFA activities are included in the course. Students enrolled in the course should have a strong background in math and
science and should be familiar with small animal care.

Advanced Forestry Management Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: Outdoor Recreation, Parks and Tourism Systems Management Standard Weight
(Alternates every other year with Veterinary Science)

This course is designed to strengthen students’ knowledge in forest ecology, map interpretation, best management
practices, and the marketing of forest products. Students will also investigate strategies to protect and preserve forestland
including pest and disease identification and management as well as advantages and disadvantages of prescribed burning
and forest fires.

ART

Art I — Art Foundations Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: None Standard Weight

Art I is an introduction to the basic principles of art, stressing understanding and personal development in the foundations
of art. The course may include study/project work in several different types of art: fundamentals of drawing and
sketching, color study, graphic design, art history/appreciation, art vocabulary, two dimensional design and related
projects. This is a demanding class, where students are required to work independently and be responsible for the
completion of their own course work. Projects assigned may vary from year to year.

Art II —Intermediate Art Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: “C” in Art [ Standard Weight

Students will continue to develop and refine skills earned in Art I through a wide variety of art experiences. Due to the
level of art experience of the student, student work will be on a more defined and rigorous level of difficulty including
art history and vocabulary than that required during Art I. Projects may vary from year to year.
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ArtIII, IV & V - Advanced Art Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: “B” in Art II Standard Weight
Teacher Recommendation

Advanced Art students are required to work independently in many phases of art using the skills learned in Art I and Art
II. The teacher and student will establish an appropriate schedule of required study areas each sic weeks. Area of greatest
strength or interest may be studied in depth through independent studies by each student.

Individual Research in Art Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: Successfully completed one year of Advanced with a “B” average Standard Weight
Teacher Recommendation

This course allows the serious art students to make artistic choices not offered in the more structured Advanced Art
classes. With teacher approval, students will explore their own artistic interests and rive their own learning in one or more
concentrated areas (media, subject matter or stylistic trends/schools or art). The class will place greater emphasis on
student/teacher discussion of art in general and the work that they will pursue as takes place in the regular art classroom.
Students will be allowed to take this class in conjunction with Advanced Art and or Art History.

AP History of Art Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: “B” in Art II1 High Weight
Teacher Recommendation
Completion of World History I & World History II/World Geography with a “B” average

Designed to parallel college-level Art History courses, AP History of Art courses provide the opportunity for students to
critically examine architecture, sculpture, painting, and other art forms within their historical and cultural contexts. In
covering the art of several centuries (not necessarily in chronological order), students learn to identify different styles,
techniques, and influences and to formulate and articulate their reactions to various kinds or artwork.

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE TECHNOLOGY ASE
(A Career Cluster Program)

Auto Service Technology I (1 block) Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: None Standard Weight
Tech Prep Sequence

Due to recent technological advancements in automobiles, it is crucial that technicians are prepared with state-of-the —art
technology and training. This course represents a large sampling of the competencies from National Automotive
Technician’s Foundation’s (NATEF) Maintenance and Light Repair accredited program. Students are provided
instruction in all systems as they prepare for the Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) Student Certification, “the first
step in building a career as a service professional in the automotive industry.” Students are expected to participate in the
student organization Skills USA.
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Auto Service Technology II (2 blocks) Grade Level: 11,12

Prerequisite: Automotive Service Technology | Standard Weight
Teacher Recommendation

Tech Prep Sequence

This course represents the advanced competencies from National Automotive Technician’s Education Foundation’s
(NATEF) Maintenance and Light Repair accredited program without redundancy from the prerequisite course. Students
are provided instruction in all systems as they prepare for the Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) Student Certification,
“the first step in building a career as a service professional in the automotive industry.” Successful completion of this
course will result in program completion and prepare students to pass the equivalent NATEF student exam and ultimately
attain certification. Students are expected to participate in the student organization Skills USA.

Auto Service Technology I1I (2 blocks) Grade Level: 12

Prerequisite: Automotive service technology II Standard Weight
Teacher Recommendation

Tech Prep Sequence

This course is available for students who have completed the first two courses of Automotive Technology and attained
program-completer status. The tasks for this capstone course represent the middle tier standards of the National
Automotive Technician’s Education Foundation’s (NATEF) Automobile Service Technology accredited program.
Students are provided instruction in all systems as they prepare for the Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) Student
Certification, “the first step in building a career as a service professional in the automotive industry.” Students are
expected to participate in the student organization Skills USA.

BUSINESS

Online Economics and Personal Finance Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: None Standard Weight

This course is a graduation requirement for all students. Students learn how to navigate the financial decisions they
must face and to make informed decisions related to career exploration, budgeting, banking, credit insurance, spending,
taxes, saving, investing, buying/leasing a vehicle, and living independently. Students will develop financial literacy skills
and an understanding of economic principles will provide the basis for responsible citizenship and career success.

Each student will take the WISE Financial Literacy Certification Test. I a grade of 70 or above is received on the test, the
student will receive the WISE Financial Literacy Certification. Students will also take the Virginia Workplace Readiness
Assessment.

Accounting Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: None Standard Weight

Accounting students study the basic principles, concepts, and practices of the accounting cycle for a service business and
a merchandising business. Topics covered include analyzing transactions, journalizing the posting entries, preparing
payroll records and financial statements, and managing cash control systems. Business ethics and professional conduct
are emphasized. Reinforcement activities and business simulations strengthen learning of the accounting cycle.
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Dual Credit Advanced Accounting ACC 211/212 Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: “B” average in Accounting Standard Weight
Teacher Recommendation
Successful completion of the VCCS Placement Test

Advanced Accounting is a one-year, single period course designed to utilize microcomputers to automate, analyze, and
interpret business applications including payroll, inventory, accounts payable, and accounts receivable. Management of
financial records through various business activities, partnership and corporate accounting, general ledger, and cost
accounting are also included. Students will be responsible for purchasing their own textbooks.

ACC 211/213 Principles of Accounting I presents accounting principles and their application to various businesses which
covers the accounting cycle, income determination, and financial reporting. A laboratory co-requisite (ACC 213) is
required.

ACC 212/214 Principles of Accounting II continues Accounting Principles 211 with emphasis on the application of
partnerships, corporations and the study of financial analysis which includes an introduction to cost and managerial
accounting. A laboratory co-requisite (ACC 214 is required).

Students will earn eight VCCS college credits upon completion of this course.
Dual Credit Word Processing AST 141/AST 142 Grade Level: 11,12

Prerequisite: “C” CIS Standard Weight
Successful completion of VCCS Placement Test

Word Processing is a VCCS Dual Credit course designed to develop an advanced level of word processing skills using a
variety of software functions, including graphics and desktop publishing. Students gain competence integrating other
applications such as databases and spreadsheet into word processing activities. Classroom experiences also provide for
skill development in communication. Students will take the Microsoft Office Specialist certifying exam in Word as their
final exam. Students will be responsible for purchasing their own textbooks.

AST 141 Word Processing I is a one semester (3 college credits) course which teaches creating and editing documents,
including line and page layouts, search/replace, cut/paste, spell/thesaurus, columns, fonts, and advanced editing and
formatting features of word processing software.

AST 142 Word Processing Il is a one semester (3 college credits) course which teaches advanced software applications.
Prerequisite is AST 141.

Both AST 141 and 142 are technical courses for non-transfer college programs. Students should refer to “Seals” for
Board of Education Seal of Advanced Math & Technology (pagel12).

Computer Information Systems Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: None Standard Weight

Computer Information Systems (Standard) assists students in developing computer skills to prepare them for course work
and job placement. Touch keyboarding skills are practiced and goals are set to improve speed and accuracy. Computer
vocabulary and basic computer operations are presented including hardware and software elements along with applying
problem-solving skills to real life situation. Through word processing spreadsheets, data bases, multimedia presentations,
and integrated software, activities. Students work individually and in groups to explore computer concepts, operating
systems, networks, telecommunications, and emerging technologies.
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Information Technology (IT) Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: None Standard Weight

Information technology (IT) Fundamentals introduces the essential technical and professional skills required for students
to pursue programs leading to professional careers and IT certifications. Students investigate career opportunities and
technologies in four major IT areas: Information Services and Support, Network Systems, Programming and Software
Development, and Interactive Media. Students will evaluate the impact of IT on other career clusters. The focus of the IT
Fundamentals course is the introduction of skills related to information technology basics, Internet fundamentals, network
systems, computer maintenance/upgrading/troubleshooting, computer applications, programming, graphics, Web page
design, and interactive media. Students explore ethical issues related to computers and Internet technology and develop
teamwork and communication skills that will enhance their employability.

Principles of Business and Marketing Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: None Standard Weight

Students discover the roles of business and marketing in the free enterprise system and the global economy. Basic
financial concepts of banking, insurance, credit, inheritance, taxation, and investments are investigated to provide a strong
background as students prepare to make sound decisions as consumers, wage earners, and citizens. The real-world impact
of technology, effective communication, and interpersonal skills is evident throughout the course. This course also
supports career development skills and explores career options.

Database Design and Management (Oracle) Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: Information Technology Fundamentals Standard Weight

This course includes database design and Structured Query Language (SQL) programming. Students study database
fundamentals, including database development, modeling, design, and normalization. In addition, students are introduced
to database programming. Students gain the skills and knowledge needed to use features of database software and
programming to manage and control access to data. Students will have the opportunity to receive an industry
certification.

Design, Multimedia, and Web Technologies Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: None Standard Weight

Students develop proficiency in designing and creating desktop-published projects, multimedia presentations/projects, and
Web sites, using industry-standard application software. Students apply principles of layout and design in completing
projects. Students create portfolios that include a variety of desktop-published, multimedia, and Web-site projects
produced in the course. Students will gain experience using Adobe Creative Cloud, such as Photo shop, Premier Pro, and
Dreamweaver.

Advanced Design, Multimedia and Web Technologies Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: Design, Multimedia and Web Technologies Standard Weight

Students develop advanced skills for creating desktop-published, interactive multimedia, and Web-site projects. Students
work with sophisticated hardware and software, applying skills to real-world projects. Students will have the opportunity
to receive the Adobe Certified Associate certification.
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Publication/Yearbook Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: Application & Approval of Instructor Standard Weight

Photojournalism is an elective class. Students taking this class plan, design, and produce the school yearbook. Topics
covered include journalistic writing, graphic design, fundamentals of yearbook layout design, and photography. Some
after school and weekend work is necessary. This class is limited to ten (10) students. Students must apply for a position
on the staff. Applications include teacher recommendations, attendance and discipline records, grades and a sample of
student writing.

ENGLISH

English 8 Reading & English 8 Writing Grade Level: 8
Prerequisite: Language Arts 7

English 8 Reading & English 8 Writing highlights oral language, literature, writing, and vocabulary development.
Emphasis will be placed on reading a variety of literary genres for factual /interpretive comprehension and writing in a
variety of forms such as expository and persuasive. Particular attention will be paid to composition and reading
culminating in the administration of the reading and writing SOL tests in the spring semester.

Honors English 8 Reading & Honors English 8 Writing Grade Level: 8
Prerequisites: “B” in Language Arts 7

Must pass the Reading 7 SOL

Teacher Recommendation

While Honors English 8 Reading & Honors English 8 Writing also focuses on oral language, literature, writing, and
vocabulary expansion, students are expected to do more independent reading and writing. Students will read a variety of
literary genres for factual/interpretive comprehension and will write in a variety of forms such as expository and
persuasive. Particular attention will be paid to composition and reading culminating in the administration of the reading
and writing SOL tests in the spring semester. Students will be exposed to more rigorous work with additional at-home
projects relating to course content.

This class begins with the reading of a teacher selected book during the summer. This is an advanced class in which
the students are asked to study challenging issues and materials. Students will be told about the reading material and
supplied with a study guide prior to leaving school for the summer.

The novel must be read by the first day of English class. Students will have a test based on the summer reading which
will weigh heavily on the first nine weeks grading period. Students not passing the test will be placed in English 8
Reading & English 8 Writing. Requests for alternate reading material must be filed with the principal by July 1.

English 9 Grade Level: 9
Prerequisites: Pass English 8 Reading & English 8 Writing Standard Weight

Final combined average of English 8 Reading & English 8 Writing must be passing for the year.
English 9 involves a study of grammar, composition, and literature. Grammar includes studies of parts of speech, parts of

the sentence, mechanics, sentence structure, and usage. Speaking, listening, and vocabulary are also emphasized.
Composition covers formal essays, summaries, and reports. Literature units are taught on non-fiction selections, short
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stories, poetry, novels and drama selections. Students are introduced to different types of literature (biography, epic,
novel, etc.) and to literary terms (alliteration, satire, irony, etc.). Research is introduced in English 9.

Honors English 9 Grade Level: 9
Prerequisites: Teacher Recommendation High Weight

“B” final combined average in Honors English 8 Reading & Honors English 8 Writing
or “A” final combined average in English 8 Reading & English 8 Writing
Pass the 8" grade Reading and Writing SOL

Honors English 9 includes all material covered in English 9. However, the Honors course is more intensive with
additional requirements in composition, parallel reading, creative writing, and speech. Honor students also complete one
research project per nine weeks.

The English Department of Galax High School requires that students who are enrolled in Honors English classes
must read selected books during the summer. This is an advanced class in which the students are asked to study
challenging issues and materials. It is the responsibility of the student to acquire the reading material and study guide
prior to leaving school for the summer.

The reading material must be read by the first day of English class. Students will have a test or a project based on the
summer reading. Student scores on the test or project will weigh heavily on the first nine weeks grading period. Students
not passing the assessment will be placed in English 9. Requests for alternate reading material must be filed with the
principal by July 1.

English 10 Grade Level: 10
Prerequisite: Pass English 9 Standard Weight

English 10 provides a transitional period between the extensive study of the technical aspects of grammar and their
practical application in composition. The rudimentary elements of grammar, including basic parts of speech, phrases,
clauses and usage, are thoroughly reviewed. The mastering of these skills leads logically into composition. Composition
begins with a working knowledge of various sentence structures, followed by the writing of paragraphs and essays, and
culminates in the writing of the research paper or documented report. Editing for correct use of language, sentence
formation, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling are part of the writing process.

The areas covered in literature include selected short stories, poems, plays, informational materials and novellas. Students
learn the specific characteristics of each genre and practice identifying main and supporting ideas, drawing references, and
connecting prior knowledge to support reading comprehension. Emphasis is placed on writing which complements major
works included in the literature text. Vocabulary and spelling are also emphasized and incorporated as part of
composition.

The administration of the EOC English Writing SOL will occur at the conclusion of English 11.
Participation in Forensics speaking contests and in-classroom discussion provide sophomores the opportunity to develop

speaking and listening skills. Units in test taking skills are also offered.

Honors English 10 Grade Level: 10
Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation High Weight
“A” in English 9 or “B” in Honors English 9

Honors English 10 includes all material covered in English 10. However, the Honors course is more intensive with
additional requirements in composition, parallel reading, creative writing, and speech.
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The English Department of Galax High School requires that students who are enrolled in Honors English classes
must read selected books during the summer. This is an advanced Class in which the students are asked to study
challenging issues and materials. It is the responsibility of the student to acquire the reading material and study guide
prior to leaving school for the summer.

The reading material must be read by the first day of English class. Students will have a test or a project based on the
summer reading. Student scores on the test or project will weigh heavily on the first nine weeks grading period. Students
not passing the assessment will be placed in English 10. Requests for alternate reading material must be filed with the
principal by July 1.

English 11 Grade Level: 11
Prerequisite: Pass English 10 Standard Weight

As reflected in the SOLs, English 11 is a study of traditional grammar, American literature, and composition. The areas
covered in literature include selected short stories, poems, plays, non-fiction, and novels. Grammar study covers
mechanics, sentence structure, usage, and vocabulary as related to composition techniques. Composition topics include
literature-related themes, essays, and at least one research project. Creative writing is also encouraged. Many writing and
speaking projects focus on persuasive techniques. This class will culminate with the EOC English Reading SOL and the
EOC English Writing SOL.

Honors English 11 Grade Level: 11
Prerequisites: Teacher Recommendation High Weight
“A” in English 10 or “B” in Honors English 10

Honors English 11 includes all material covered in English 11. However, the Honors Course is more intensive with
additional requirements in composition, parallel reading, creative writing, and speech. This class will culminate with the
EOC English Reading SOL and the EOC English Writing SOL.

The English Department of Galax High School requires that students who are enrolled in Honors English classes
must read selected books during the summer. This is an advanced class in which the students are asked to study
challenging issues and materials. It is the responsibility of the student to acquire the reading material and study guide
prior to leaving school for the summer.

The reading material must be read by the first day of English class. Students will have a test or a project based on the
summer reading. Student scores on the test or project will weigh heavily on the first nine weeks grading period. Students
not passing the assessment will be placed in English 11. Requests for alternate reading material must be filed with the
principal by July 1.

English 12 Grade Level: 12
Prerequisite: Pass English 11 Standard Weight

English 12 will require students to read and analyze a variety of British literature, as well as literature of other cultures.
The students will produce expository and informational papers, which will be logically organized and contain clear and
accurate ideas. The students will also produce a well-documented research paper using MLA documentation. Grammar
and mechanics will be reviewed through writing and editing required papers. English 12 will also require students to plan
and deliver a 5-10 minute oral presentation.
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College English/ENG 111 and ENG 112 Grade Level: 12
Prerequisites: Successful completion of VCCS placement test High Weight

“A” in English 11 or “B” in Honors English 11

This course develops writing ability for study, college work, and other areas of life. Writings are based on experience,
observation, research, and reading analysis of selected world literature. Students learn writing as a process:
understanding audience and purpose, exploring ideas and information, composing, revision, and editing. Writing supports
the integrating of experiences in thinking, reading, listening, and speaking. The class is accredited through Wytheville
Community College (WCC). WCC'’s attendance policy states that students cannot remain in the class if they miss more
than two weeks (ten classes) per semester. Students are responsible for buying their own textbook. Students will earn
six college credits upon successful completion of the course. A final grade of C or better must be earned in order for the
college credit to transfer to a four-year college/university.

The English Department of Galax High School requires that students who are enrolled in College and Honors
English classes must read selected books during the summer. This is an advanced class in which the students are
asked to study challenging issues and materials. They must acquire the reading material and study guide prior to leaving
school for the summer.

The reading material must be read by the first day of English class. Students will have a test or a project based on the
summer reading. Student scores on the test or project will weigh heavily on the first nine weeks grading period. Students
not passing the assessment will be placed in English 12. Requests for alternate reading material must be filed with the
principal by July 1.

Shakespeare’s Comedies Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisites: “A” or “B” in English 9 & English 10 Standard Weight

Because many high school students study only the tragedies, ac course in the humor of Elizabethan times is quite
appropriate for any well-educated student. The course will focus on eight of Shakespeare’s best known comedies.
Students will become better interpreters of dialect, appreciate period humor, react through journal entries, and compare
the elements of comedy. Quizzes, journal entries, class discussion, staging, acting, and a comparative analysis of the
comedies will be the basis of the student’s grade.

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE
Home Economics
(A Career Cluster Program)
All course competencies are referenced to Virginia’s Standards of Learning.

Independent Living Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: None Standard Weight

Independent Living is a single-block, on year course in which the student learns life management skills in the areas of
nutrition, clothing, housing, and household management. Focus is given on managing resources to achieve individual
goals. Computer skills that enhance family and household management are included.
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Nutrition and Wellness/Parenting Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: Independent Living Standard Weight

Nutrition and Wellness is a single-period, one semester course in which the student learns how to make healthy food
choices that promote wellness and good health. Meal planning, preparation, and diet analysis are included.

Parenting is a single-period, one semester course that focuses on all aspects of child growth and development. Emphasis
is given to parental responsibility, nurturing skills, and building positive relationships with children.

Teachers for Tomorrow Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: 3.0 GPA Standard Weight
Teacher Recommendation

The Teachers for Tomorrow course introduces students to a career in teaching and education. The primary elements of
the curriculum components are the learner, the school, the teacher, and teaching. The components are intentionally broad
in scope and provide a great deal of flexibility based on the career interest of the student. In addition to the fundamental
curriculum components, all students are required to participate in an internship outside the Teachers for Tomorrow
classroom. The internship may involve pre-school level through grade 12.

Leadership/Service Learning Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: 3.0 GPA Standard Weight

Teacher Recommendation

Leadership allows students to develop competencies in identifying individual aptitudes in relation to effective leadership
skills, understanding organizational behavior, using effective communication in the workplace, handling human resources
and organizational problems, supervising and training employees, resolving conflict and planning for the future.
Continuing education in leadership is emphasized as well as practical leadership service experiences in cooperation with
the school and community leaders.

Designed for juniors and seniors interested in completing senior projects, Service Learning combines academic studies in
the classroom with volunteer work in the community. Students will work together to complete various service
assignments, documenting their experiences along the way. Students will learn about the problems affecting the world
today, including poverty and hunger, and discuss ways to combat those issues.

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Health and Physical Education 8 Grade Level: 8
Prerequisite: Grade 8 Status

Students in grade eight PE will demonstrate the ability to assume responsibility for guiding their own learning as they
apply their knowledge and abilities to participate in a variety of activities. Students are able to set goals, track progress,
and participate in physical activities to improve life- long fitness. A state mandated fitness test will be given each quarter.
Students in Health eight have an understanding of the causes of diseases, understand how body systems work and will be
able to explain the importance of staying drug, tobacco, and alcohol free. Students begin to relate short and long term
consequences of health choices along with the importance of proper nutrition.
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Health and Physical Education 9 Grade Level: 9
Prerequisite: Health/PE 8

Physical Education nine includes activities that enhance cardiorespiratory endurance, individual exercises and team sports.
Physical fitness is stressed throughout the year to enhance fitness scores. Weight training, aerobics, and various other
exercises are incorporated to improve these scores. The state physical fitness tests are given each quarter. Students in
Health nine will integrate a variety of health concepts, skills, and behaviors to plan for their personal, life-long health
goals.

Driver Education and Physical Education Grade Level: 10
Prerequisite: Health/PE 9 Standard Weight

Classroom Driver’s Education studies are required instructional components. The Driver’s Education curriculum includes
ten modules developed by the Virginia Department of Education. Physical Education includes team sports and activities
that enhance cardiorespiratory endurance. Physical fitness is stressed throughout the year, as students do various
exercises to improve their physical fitness levels. The state physical fitness tests are given each quarter.

Advanced Physical Education I & 11 Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: Health and Physical Education 9 Standard Weight
“B” in Health and Physical Education 10

This course is designed to enhance overall fitness. Emphasis is on muscle strength, muscle endurance, cardio respiratory
fitness and the ability to use weight training as a tool to change body composition.

Fitness I & 11 Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: Health and Physical Education 9 Standard Weight
“B” in Health and Physical Education 10

This course is designed to focus on overall fitness by incorporating workout routines that enhance cardiovascular

endurance, core strength, upper and lower body strength, and flexibility. The class will expose the student to a variety of
fitness routines that can be used through their lifetime.

MATHEMATICS

Beginning with the ninth-grade class of 2010-2011, only one unit of credit each may be used to satisfy the mathematics
graduation requirement by completing Algebra I or Geometry.

Algebra I/Part I1 Grade Level: 9,10
Prerequisite: Algebra I/Part | Standard Weight

The second year of the two year program in Algebra I is designed to be a follow up of the first year, and taken by those
students who have completed Algebra I/Part I. This course will cover the equivalent of the second semester of Algebra 1.
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Algebra I Grade Level: 8,9,10
Prerequisite: Pass Math 7 Standard Weight

Algebra I is a traditional course that requires the student to use algebra as a tool for representing and solving a variety of
practical problems, to use tables and graphs, to interpret algebraic expressions, equations, and inequalities, and analyze
behaviors of functions using appropriate tools.

Honors Algebra I Grade Level: 8,9,10
Prerequisite: “B” average in Math 7 High Weight
Math 7 SOL score considered
Teacher Recommendation

Honors Algebra I is a more rigorous and challenging approach that requires the student to use algebra as a tool for
representing and solving a variety of practical problems, to use tables and graphs, to interpret algebraic expressions,
equations, systems, and inequalities, and to analyze behaviors of functions using appropriate tools. Homework will be an
essential part of this class. Enrichment activities will also be utilized.

Geometry Grade Level: 8,9,10,11
Prerequisite: Algebra | Standard Weight
Pass the Algebra I SOL

This course includes properties of geometric figures, trigonometric relationships, and reasoning to justify conclusions
including paragraph proofs, two-column proofs, indirect proofs, coordinate proofs, algebraic methods, and verbal
arguments. Inductive and intuitive approaches to proof as well as deductive reasoning will be used. Emphasis is placed
on two-and three-dimensional reasoning skills, coordinate and transformational geometry, and the use of geometric
models to solve problems.

Algebra, Functions, and Data Analysis Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: Algebra I and Geometry Standard Weight

Within the context of mathematical modeling and data analysis, students will study functions and their behaviors, systems
of inequalities, probability, experimental design and implementation, and analysis of data. Data will be generated by
practical applications arising from science, business, and finance. Students will solve problems that require the
formulation of linear, quadratic, exponential, or logarithmic equations or a system of equations.

Computer Math Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra I and Geometry Standard Weight

The major focus of this course is to provide students with experiences in using Alice and Java programming languages to
solve problems which can be set up as mathematical models. This course curriculum will involve programming which
will permeate the entire course. Students are also introduced to computer science through the vocabulary and processes.
Strategies will include defining the problem; developing, refining, and implementing a plan; and testing and revising the
solution.

Algebra I1 Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: Algebra I and Geometry High Weight

Pass Algebra I and Geometry SOL tests OR
Pass Algebra I SOL test and Algebra, Functions & Data Analysis
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This course is a thorough treatment of advanced algebraic concepts through the study of functions, families of functions,
equations, inequalities, systems of equations and inequalities, polynomials, rational and radical equations, complex
numbers, and sequences and series. Emphasis will be placed on practical applications and modeling.

Honors Algebra 11 Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: “B” average in Algebra | High Weight
Algebra I SOL score considered
Teacher Recommendation

Honors Algebra Il is a rigorous and in-depth treatment of advanced algebraic concepts through the study of functions,
families of functions, equations, inequalities, systems of equations and inequalities, polynomials, rational and radical
equations, complex numbers and sequences and series. Emphasis will be placed on practical applications and modeling.
Projects and homework will be an essential part of this class.

Trigonometry/ Probability and Statistics Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: Algebra Il with “C” average High Weight

Trigonometry is a study of trigonometric definitions, applications, graphing, and solving equations and inequalities.
Connections between right triangle ratios, trigonometric functions, and circular functions are emphasized. Emphasis will
also be placed on oral and written communication concerning the language of mathematics, logic of procedure, and
interpretation of result, along with applications and modeling of functions. This course may be taken along with Pre-
Calculus.

The second course is an introduction to the basic components of Probability and Statistics. One of the principle purposes
of probability is to put a numerical measure on the “likelihood” that the result of an experiment will have a certain
designated form. Statistics is concerned with the collection, presentation, analysis, and interpretation of sets of data.
Topics will include permutations, functions, combinatorics, probability, statistics, algebraic systems, frequency
distribution, measures of central tendency, standard deviation, and the standard normal curve.

College Pre-Calculus MTH 163/164 Grade Level: 11,12

Prerequisite: “C” in Algebra II High Weight
Successful completion of VCCS placement tests

Requisite: Trigonometry/Statistics

Pre-Calculus 163 presents college algebra, matrices, and algebraic exponential and logarithmic functions. Pre-Calculus
164 presents trigonometry, analytic geometry, and sequences and series. Students are responsible for purchasing their
own textbooks. Upon successful completion of both courses students will earn six VCCS college credits.

College Applied Calculus I & 11 MTH 271/272 Grade Level: 12
Prerequisite: “C” average in Pre-Calculus High Weight
Successful completion of VCCS placement tests

College Applied Calculus I course presents limits, continuity, differentiation of Algebraic and transcendental functions
with application, and introduction to integration. College Applied Calculus II covers techniques of integration,
multivariable calculus, and an introduction to differential equations. Students are responsible for purchasing their own
textbooks. Upon successful completion of both courses students will earn six VCCS college credits.
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MILITARY SCIENCE

Military Science I Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: None Standard Weight

Students are introduced to the JROTC curriculum, and basic U.S. citizenship rights and responsibilities are established
and reinforced. Students learn leadership, history, communication techniques, disciplined study habits, management
skills, first aid, drug abuse prevention, map reading, physical fitness, and workplace readiness skills. Military customs
and courtesies, proper uniform wear, and personal appearance guidelines are followed within the leadership lab, drill, and
military ceremonies.

Military Science I1 Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: Military Science I with a minimum “C” average Standard Weight
Completed community service requirement

Students are introduced to the JROTC curriculum, and basic U.S. citizenship rights and responsibilities are established
and reinforced. Students learn leadership, history, communication techniques, disciplined study habits, management
skills, first aid, drug abuse prevention, map reading, physical fitness, and workplace readiness skills. Military customs
and courtesies, proper uniform wear, and personal appearance guidelines are followed within the leadership lab, drill, and
military ceremonies.

MUSIC

Beginning Band Grade Level: 8,9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: None Standard Weight

Beginning band is open to any student who wants to begin band. This elective course offers beginning instruction for
most band instruments. Students will learn music fundamentals, theory, songs, performance, listening, and how to read
musical notation on their instrument. Members will be required to keep up with practice assignments, attend all rehearsals
during and after school, and perform during all concerts.

Concert Band Grade Level: 8
Prerequisite: At least one year of musical study on a band instrument. Standard Weight
Teacher Recommendation

Concert Band is open to all musicians, second year and beyond. This elective course will continue to teach instrumental
music focusing on the continued development of performance skills on brass, woodwind and percussion instruments.
Members will be required to keep up with practice assignments, attend all rehearsals during and after school, and perform
during all concerts.

Marching Band/Symphonic Band Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: At least two years of musical study on a band instrument Standard Weight
Passing an audition or as otherwise recommended by the band director
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The Marching Ban/Symphonic Band is the premiere instrumental group of GCPS. Marching Band will begin once school
closes for the summer and will continue until the Holiday Concert. The Symphonic Band will begin sometime in October
and continue until the end of the school year. Participation in both bands is required. Members are required to attend all
concerts, summer camps, rehearsals during and after school, football games, competitions, and parades.

Colorguard is an annual audition group that supports the Marching Band. Auditions will be held every spring for the
upcoming school year. Every student who makes this group must be registered for the Marching Band/Symphonic Band
class and follow all of the above Marching Band/Symphonic Band requirements.

Percussion Ensemble Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: Beginning Band, Concert Band and audition Standard Weight

Percussion Ensemble is open to all 8M-12% grade percussion students who have completed two years of band instruction
and have successfully auditioned and made the drumline/front pit ensemble. The students will be exposed to and develop
personal skills on Marching Percussion, Timpani, Mallet Percussion, Concert Snare Drum, Rudimental Snare Drum,
Drum Set, Latin Percussion, and Auxiliary Percussion. The students will perform a variety of musical styles in small and
large ensemble groups throughout the school year. Students will also prepare Marching Band music and Symphonic
music to perform with the Woodwinds and Brass at football games, competitions, parades, concerts, and assessments.
Percussion Ensemble students are eligible to audition for New River Honor Band as well as District 7 Honor Band.

Please note: This class is only for drumline and front pit ensemble. These students do not sign up for marching
band/symphonic band.

Guitar 1 Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: None Standard Weight

Guitar courses introduce students to the fundamentals of music and guitar-playing techniques, such as strumming and
chords. These courses may also include more advanced guitar-playing techniques.

Guitar 11 Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: “B” average in Guitar I or audition Standard Weight

Guitar II is a one year course designed to provide a further understanding of the fundamentals of playing guitar. Open
chords, barre chords, and first position note reading are all prerequisites. These prerequisites are met in Guitar [ or a
student may audition for placement into Guitar II if all prerequisites are known. Chords studied will include Jazz chords
and note reading will be expanded to reading notes in five positions. Chord intervals will be studied as well as music
theory in the form of building major scales in any key, Roman numeral analysis, transpositions, and modal soloing.
Students will examine composition techniques, lyric writing, and singing while playing.

Guitar 111 Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: “B” average in Guitar I and Guitar II or audition Standard Weight

Students with previous experience strengthen their guitar skills and knowledge, adding a variety of chords, refining
finger-picking and strumming patterns, reading notation in 1%, 2", and 5" position learning stylistic nuances, left-hand
technique, and alternative fingering. Guitarists readily use tablature and standard notation, study the work of significant
musicians, and develop significant self-assessment skills. Public performances may serve as a culmination of specific
instructional goals. Students may be required to attend and/or participate in rehearsals and performances outside the
school day to support, extend, and assess learning in the classroom.
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Chorus Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: Interest in music and singing Standard Weight

Students in chorus are exposed to a varied selection of vocal repertoire, including classical, popular, rock, world
languages, and traditional forms. The chorus will present several concerts throughout the year and attendance is required
for all performances and rehearsals. Students enrolling in chorus should have a passion for singing and a desire to learn
more about the art of vocal music.

Concert Choir Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: By Vocal Audition Only Standard Weight

The concert choir is an advanced ensemble of singers practicing a higher level of music. Music taught in this class can
range from 4 part to 8 part harmonies. To be a member of the concert choir, students must display a higher level of
musicianship, a dedicated approach in rehearsal, and a willingness to share in some after school practices and outside
events. All concert choir members must audition during the spring semester of the prior school year or at the very
beginning of the present school year. The concert choir provides a higher level of choral learning and better preparation
for collegiate ensembles, etc.

Music Appreciation Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: A genuine interest in music Standard Weight

In Music Appreciation students will approach the study of music from two aspects. Students will gain a knowledge of the
structure, theory, and components of music, and then they will delve into a general survey of music. In this class, students
will study music from different cultures, time periods, and many different popular genres as well. Students should be
prepared to learn to analyze music, and to listen with an educated ear. Students will reflect on the effect of music on
society and how tic n reflect our culture and lifestyles. Another major focus will be how music builds empathy and
emotional connections within individuals and to others across the globe.

SCIENCE

Physical Science 8 Grade Level: 8
Prerequisite: Grade 7 Science

Eighth grade physical science stresses an understanding of the nature and structure of matter and the characteristics of
energy. Major areas covered by the standards include the periodic table; physical and chemical changes; nuclear
reactions; temperature and heat; sound; light; electricity and magnetism; and work, force, and motion.

Honors Physical Science Grade Level: 8
Prerequisite: “A” in Science 7

“B” in Algebra I or “A” in Math 7

Teacher Recommendation

Honors Physical Science stresses a more in-depth understanding of the nature and structure of matter and the

characteristics of energy. Major areas covered by the SOL standards include the periodic table; physical and chemical
changes; nuclear reactions; temperature and heat; sound; light; electricity and magnetism; and work, force and motion.
Students will be exposed to more rigorous work with at-home projects relating to course content for class presentation.
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In-class labs will help to provide an additional foundation for learning (STEM-based). Additionally, students will be
required to participate in the School Science Fair and attend intersession to complete required labs.

Earth Science Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: Physical Science Standard Weight

Earth Science is designed to present to the student the most modern principles and concepts of earth and space science.
The main topics include a study of the universe and its origin; the solar system; the earth’s history, composition, and
features; weathering, erosion and climates; the atmosphere and hydrosphere; and man’s interaction with his environment.

Honors Earth Science Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: “A” or “B” in Physical Science High Weight
Teacher Recommendation to include consideration of Physical Science
SOL score; scientific investigation strand of Physical Science SOL;
“B” or better in concurrent math course

Honors Earth Science is designed to present a more in-depth study of the most modern principles and concepts of earth
and space science. The main topics include a study of the universe and its origin; the solar system; the Earth’s history,
composition and features; weathering, erosion and climates; the atmosphere and hydrosphere; and man’s interaction with
his environment. Honors Earth Science will stress a more in-depth understanding of the principle and concepts of Earth
Science. Students will be required to participate in the School Science Fair.

Biology 1 Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: Earth Science Standard Weight

The yearlong study of Biology is divided into two parts: Part I includes (a) Study of the cell and its functions, cell
division (mitosis and meiosis) and DNA replication; (b) Processes of the cell: photosynthesis, nutrition acquisition and
requirements, respiration, protein synthesis, reproduction, etc. Part II concentrates on the (a) Principles of genetics, (b)
Human heredity, (c) Classification and variation of organisms and evolution, (d) Bacteria and infectious diseases and the
use of vaccines and serum, antibiotics and chemotherapy in their treatment, and (e) Study of invertebrates.

Honors Biology 1 Grade Level: 10,11
Prerequisite: “A” or “B” in Earth Science High Weight
Teacher Recommendation to include consideration of Earth Science
SOL score; scientific investigation strand of Earth Science SOL;
“B” or better in concurrent math course

Honors Biology is designed for the disciplined student to entertain more difficult course work than standard Biology 1.
Biology studies life. Major areas covered in Honors Biology I relevant to the standards of learning are molecular biology,
cellular biology, genetics, ecology and human anatomy.

For a student to be successful in Honors Biology, an in-depth understanding of content knowledge must be evident.
Difficult reading and homework will be assigned, as well as a culminating project at the end of the year that will
demonstrate sufficient content knowledge. The Biology SOL test will be administered at the end of the second semester.
Additionally, students will be required to participate in the School Science Fair.
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Biology 1I: Ecology Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: Biology | Standard Weight

Biology II: Ecology will include, but will not be limited to, the study of the dynamic earth, ecosystems, organization of
life, human population, bio-diversity, atmosphere, climate, and energy resources among other ecological interactions.
Concepts taught will be put to use in everyday activities in the school community.

Biology II: Anatomy/Physiology Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: “C” and verified credit in Biology I High Weight

Biology II: Anatomy/Physiology provides a college-level understanding of what the parts of the body are and how they
work together. The emphasis is on normal structure (anatomy) and function (physiology). Additionally, students will be
required to participate in the School Science Fair.

AP Biology Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: “A” or “B” in Biology I High Weight

Teacher recommendation to include Biology I SOL
Teacher Recommendation

Adhering to the curricula recommended by the College Board and designed to parallel college-level introductory biology
courses, AP Biology stresses basic facts and their synthesis into major biological concepts and themes. This course
covers three general areas: Molecules and cells (including biological chemistry and energy transformation); genetics and
evolution; and organisms and populations (i.e., taxonomy, plants, animals, and ecology). AP Biology includes college-
level laboratory experiments. Additionally, students will be required to participate in the School Science Fair.

Chemistry Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: “C” and verified credit in Biology I High Weight

“C” and verified credit in Algebra I1

This course deals with the basic concepts of general chemistry. Topics covered in lecture are the metric system,
composition of matter, chemical and physical changes, structure of the atom, periodic table and properties of elements,
chemical bonding, writing of formulas, significance of chemical formulas, balancing of equations, types of equations,
stoichiometric relations (mathematics of chemistry), liquid, solids, water, the solution process, ionization, the Gas Laws,
and a survey of organic chemistry.

Physics Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: Trigonometry/Statistics High Weight

Physics explores the fundamental principles of physics covering mechanics, thermodynamics, wave phenomena,
electricity and magnetism, and selected topics in modern physics.
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SOCIAL STUDIES

World History & Geography to 1500 AD Grade Level: 8,9
Prerequisite: Social Studies 7 Standard Weight

The study of World History and Geography enables students to explore the historical development of people, places, and
patterns of life from ancient times until 1500 A.D. (C.E) in terms of the impact on Western civilization.

The study of history rests on knowledge of dates, names, places, events, and ideas. Historical understanding, however,
requires students to engage in historical thinking, raise questions, and marshal evidence in support of their answers.
Students engaged in historical thinking draw upon chronological thinking, historical comprehension, historical analysis
and interpretation, historical research, and decision making. These skills are developed through use of maps, pictures,
narratives, and a variety of graphic organizers.

World History 1500 AD to Present Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: World History I Standard Weight

The study of World History and Geography enables students to examine history and geography from 1500 A.D. (C.E.) to
the present, with emphasis on Western Europe. Geographic influences on history will continue to be explored, but
increasing attention will be given to political boundaries that developed with the evolution of nations. Significant
attention will be given to the ways in which scientific and technological revolutions created new economic conditions that
in turn produced social and political changes. Noteworthy people and events of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries
will be emphasized for their strong connections to contemporary issues.

The study of history rests on knowledge of dates, names, places, events, and ideas. Historical understanding, however,
requires students to engage in historical thinking, raise questions, and marshal evidence in support of their answers.
Students engaged in historical thinking draw upon chronological thinking, historical comprehension, historical analysis
and interpretation, historical research, and decision making. These skills are developed through use of maps, pictures,
narratives, and a variety of graphic organizers.

World Geography Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: World History I or World History II Standard Weight

Students will gain the abilities to interpret maps and apply map skills. The curriculum will focus on four main areas in
geography — physical geography, cultural geography, economic geography, and population geography. Students will
apply the knowledge acquired in those fields to specific regions around the world. Students will gain a better
understanding of the world around them by examining the physical, regional and cultural landscapes of the United States
and Canada, Latin America, The Middle East, Saharan Africa, South and Southeast Asia, Europe, Russia and Central
Asia, and Antarctica and the Pacific Islands. These objectives will be accomplished through the use of maps, classroom
instruction, interactive activities, group projects, and simulations.

Virginia and United States History Grade Level: 11
Prerequisite: World Geography and/or World History I or II Standard Weight

The study of Virginia and United States History includes the historical development of American ideas and institutions
from the Age of Exploration to the present. While focusing on political and economic history, the course provides
students with a basic knowledge of American culture through a chronological survey of major issues, movements, people,
and events in United States and Virginia history. Students should us historical and geographical analysis skills to explore
in depth the vents, people, and ideas that fostered our national identity and led to our country’s prominence in world
affairs.

42



The study of history must emphasize the intellectual skills required for responsible citizenship. Students practice these
skills as they extend their understanding of the essential knowledge defined by the standards of history and social science.

AP United States History Grade Level: 11
Prerequisite: Pass World History II SOL High Weight
“B” average in World History II
“B” average in English 10

The Advanced Placement Program (AP) offers a course and exam in AP United States History to qualified students who
wish to complete studies in the secondary school equivalent to an introductory college course in U.S. History. AP US
History requires more time and energy than standard classes. Reading and independent learning are essential for student
success. The AP US History exam presumes at least one year of college-level preparation. The AP test is required in
May. Successful students may receive advanced placement credit in college. Summer reading is required for this class.

United State Government Grade Level: 12
Prerequisite: World History or World Geography and United States History Standard Weight

The study of Virginia and United States Government provides the background of knowledge that enables citizens to
participate effectively in civic and economic life. Students will examine fundamental constitutional principles, the rights
and responsibilities of citizenship, the political culture, the policy-making process at each level of government, and the
operation of the United States market economy. The standards identify the personal character traits that facilitate
thoughtful and effective participation in the civic life of an increasingly diverse democratic society.

Civic education also must emphasize the intellectual skills required for responsible citizenship. Students will practice
these skills as they extend their understanding of the essential knowledge defined by the standards for Virginia and United
States Government.

This course is a study of the American constitutional system of government at the local, state, and national level.

Honors United States Government Grade Level: 12
Prerequisite: World History or World Geography High Weight
“A” or “B” average in US History
Teacher Recommendation

This course is the advanced study of the American constitutional system of government with special attention upon the
government of Virginia. Students will be expected to use the background knowledge of civic and economic life to wrestle
with the fundamental constitutional principles, the rights and responsibilities of citizenship, the political culture, the
policy-making process at each level of government (local, state, federal), and the operation of the United States market
economy. As with any civic education, emphasis will be placed on the intellectual skill required for responsible
citizenship. Students will exercise these skills in activities that will include role-playing, current affairs, and research
projects.

The Social Studies Department of Galax High School requires that students who are enrolled in Honors US Government
must read a selected book during the summer. This is an advanced class in which the students are asked to study
challenging issues and materials. It is the responsibility of the student to acquire the reading material and the study guide
before leaving school for the summer.

The reading material must be read by the first day of the Honors US Government class. Students will have a test or a
project based on the summer reading. Student scores on the test or project will weigh heavily on the first nine weeks
grading period. Students not passing the assessment will be placed in US Government. Requests for alternate reading
material must be filed with the principal by July 1.
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STEM
Science, Mathematics, Engineering, Technology

Electronics Systems I Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: Pass Science 8 with at least a “C” average Standard Weight
Pass Algebra I with at least a “C” average

Electronic devices are everywhere in modern life and business. As a result, opportunities abound for any who should
master the knowledge and skills required to design, alter, repair, and construct them. This course allows students the
opportunity to explore principles of electricity, apply knowledge in mathematics and science, and conduct experiments
with electronics. Students solve problems using simple electrical devices and circuits and build electronic projects using
DC and AC devices and circuits.

Introduction to Robotics Grade Level: 10.11.12
Prerequisite: Completion of Electronics Systems [ with at least a “C” average Standard Weight

Students engage in the study of computers and microprocessors and their applications to manufacturing, transportation,
and communication systems. Topics include computer equipment and operating systems, robotics, programming, control
systems, and social/cultural impact of these technologies. Problem-solving activities challenge students to design,
program, and interface devices with computer systems. Learning activities include robotics, computer-aided design,
computer-aided manufacturing and design, and control of electromechanical devices.

Introduction to Engineering 1 Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: Pass Science 8 with at least a “C” average Standard Weight
Pass Algebra I with at least a “C” average

In Engineering Explorations I, students examine technology and engineering fundamentals in relation to solving real-
world problems. Students investigate engineering history, including major engineering achievements, and they examine
the principle engineering specialty fields and their related careers. Students practice engineering fundamentals, using
mathematical and scientific concepts, and they apply the engineering design process through participation in hands-on
engineering projects. Students communicate project-related information through team-based presentations, proposals, and
technical reports.

Engineering Analysis and Applications II Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: Pass Introduction to Engineering I with at least a “C” average Standard Weight

Engineering Analysis and Application II is the second course of the engineering sequence that will allow students to apply
the engineering design process to areas of the designed world, explore ethics in a technological world, and examine
systems in civil, mechanical, electrical, and chemical engineering. Students will participate in STEM-based, hands-on
projects as they communicate information through team-based presentations, proposals, and technical reports.
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WELDING

Fundamentals of Welding/Welding Metallurgy WEL 100/WEL 145 Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: WCC Placement Test Standard Weight

WEL 100: This course introduces electric and gas welding and cutting. It provides fundamental principles of joining
ferrous and non-ferrous metals, welding and cutting processes, equipment operation, and safety procedures with emphasis
upon welding and cutting procedures. Students will earn three hours of college credit.

WEL 145: This course studies steel classifications, heat treatment procedures, properties of ferrous and non-ferrous
metals. The course discusses techniques and practices of testing welded joints and destructive/nondestructive, visual
magnetic and fluorescent testing. Students can earn three to four hours of college credit.

WORLD LANGUAGES
Spanish 1 Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: “C” average in English in previous school year Standard Weight

The emphasis of Spanish I is on pronunciation, vocabulary development, basic conversational skills, and mastery of
simple grammar through lively classroom activities. Students will be introduced to the geography of the Spanish-
speaking world, and to various aspects of popular Hispanic culture through their textbook, CDs, DVDs and computer
activities.

Spanish 11 Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: “C” average in Spanish I Standard Weight

Teacher Recommendation

Spanish I is a continuation of Spanish I. Students explore a new level of Spanish which increases understanding of the
Hispanic culture, geography, and popular cultural themes through comparisons of traditional practices in Spanish-
speaking countries and the United States. Students make connections with other subject areas, develop a deeper
understanding of the English language, and become increasingly aware of the need to communicate across communities.

Spanish 111 Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: “C” average in Spanish I1 High Weight

Teacher Recommendation

Spanish III challenges students to use their skills by using personalized conversations, creative writing, reading Hispanic
literature, media, entertainment, and technology. Students strengthen their knowledge of English through comparing,
contrasting, and the study of increasingly complex elements of the Spanish language. Students relate topics in other
subject areas through observing Hispanic Arts, Hispanic music, and discussing historical and contemporary events and
issues of Spanish-speaking countries.
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Spanish I for Native Speakers Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: Spanish must be first language Standard Weight

This course will focus on literary analysis, cultural studies, and basic Spanish grammar, including simple present tense,
present progressive tense, and the past tense (preterit and imperfect) in Spanish. The course will be delivered in Spanish
and all instructional materials will be written in Spanish.

Spanish II for Native Speakers Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: “C” average in Spanish I for Native Speakers Standard Weight

This course is a continuation of Spanish I for Native Speakers. Students make further discoveries of the Spanish-speaking
world and literature. More advanced grammar will be covered, including perfect tenses with a review of the preterit and
imperfect past tenses. The course will be delivered in Spanish and all instructional materials will be written in Spanish.

Spanish III for Native Speakers Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: “C” average in Spanish II for Native Speakers High Weight

This course challenges Spanish-speaking students to use the Spanish language to explore other content areas and conduct
investigative literary research. Students will review all Spanish grammar, including the subjunctive tense. This course
will be delivered in Spanish and all instructional materials will be written in Spanish.

French I Virtual Virginia On-line Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: “A” average in English Standard Weight

English Teacher Recommendation
Less than 10 days absent the previous year

The course consists of oral and written practice while studying vocabulary, grammar and French culture. Reading,
writing, speaking, and listening are introduced. Emphasis is placed on listening and speaking skills. Students learn
conversational dialogue based on everyday patterns.

French II Virtual Virginia On-line Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: “C” average in French | Standard Weight

The course consists of oral and written practice while studying vocabulary, grammar and French culture. While speaking
and listening skills continue to be emphasized, students will also increase their reading and writing skills. Students will
begin to communicate more fluently in French, by learning and practicing more advanced concepts in grammar and
vocabulary.

French III Virtual Virginia On-line Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: “C” average in French II High Weight

The course consists of oral and written practice while studying vocabulary, grammar and French culture. While speaking
and listening skills continue to be emphasized, students will also increase their reading and writing skills. Students will
begin to communicate more fluently in French, by learning and practicing more advanced concepts in grammar and
vocabulary.
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Latin I Virtual Virginia On-line Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: “A” in English Standard Weight
English Teacher Recommendation
Less than 10 days absent the previous year

In Latin, the student begins to develop the cultural understandings, attitudes, and linguistic performance skills necessary to
experience the life style and culture of the Classical World. Students gain perspective on the present finding roots in our
own culture and language in areas of Roman life such as history, government, literature, art, architecture, philosophy,
religion, the military, and linguistics. Vocabulary and the understanding language structure for English increases. This
course is only offered on-line.

Latin II Virtual Virginia On-line Grade Level: 10,11, 12
Prerequisite: “C” average in Latin | Standard Weight

The student continues to develop the cultural understandings, attitudes, and linguistic performance skills. This course
increases a awareness of the contributions of Roman civilization to our Western civilization, increases knowledge of the
Roman way of life, builds Latin and English vocabularies, improves reading skills, and improves mastery of the Latin
structural system. Students gain perspective on life and language today as they are influenced by the past. This course is
only offered on-line.

Latin III Virtual Virginia On-line Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: “C” average in Latin I High Weight

This course is a continuation of Latin II. This course is only offered on-line.

Chinese I Virtual Virginia On-line Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: “A” in English Standard Weight
English Teacher Recommendation
Less than 10 days absent the previous year

Students develop the ability to communicate about themselves and their immediate environment using simple sentences
containing basic language structures. This communication is evidenced in all four language skills — listening, speaking,
reading, and writing — with emphasis on the ability to communicate orally and in writing. Students begin to explore and
study the themes of Persona and Family Life, School Life, Social Life, and Community Life. This course is only offered
on-line.

Chinese Il Virtual Virginia On-line Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: “C” average in Chinese | Standard Weight

Students continue to develop the ability to communicate about themselves and their immediate environment using simple
sentences containing basic language structures. This communication is evidenced in all four language skills — listening,
speaking, reading, and writing — with emphasis on the ability to communicate orally and in writing. At Intermediate-Low
proficiency level, students begin to expand their study of new themes of Personal and Family Life, School Life, Social
Life, and Community Life while some familiar themes and topics from level I may reoccur at the same time. However,
the spiral character of the theme based instruction requires students to demonstrate their communicative skills and
sophistication a new developmental level. This course is only offered on-line.
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Chinese III_Virtual Virginia On-line Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: “C” average in Chinese II High Weight

Students continue to develop and refine their proficiency in all four language skills — listening, speaking, reading, and
writing — with emphasis on the ability to interact orally and in writing. They communicate using more complex language
structures on a variety of topics, moving from concrete to more abstract concepts. At this level, students comprehend the
main ideas of the authentic materials that they read and hear, and they are able to identify significant details when the
topics are familiar. Students gain deeper understanding of the world around them while studying Rights and
Responsibilities, Future Plans and Choices, Teen Culture, Environment, and Humanities while some familiar themes and
topics from levels I and II may reoccur at the same time. However, the spiral character of the theme based instruction
requires students to demonstrate their communicative skills and sophistication at a new developmental level. This course
is only offered on-line.

Arabic I Virtual Virginia On-line Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: “A” in English Standard Weight
English Teacher Recommendation
Less than 10 days absent the previous year

In Arabic I, students will develop the ability to communicate through listening, speaking, reading and writing, explore
traditions, dress, foods, holidays and customs of Arabic countries, compare Arabic cultures with their own environment,
and create a language portfolio. This course is only offered on-line. Student work will be required outside of class time.

Arabic II Virtual Virginia On-line Grade Level: 10,11,12
Prerequisite: “C” average in Arabic | Standard Weight

In Arabic II, students continue to develop their communicative competence by interacting orally and in writing with other
Arabic learners and speakers, understanding Arabic oral and written messages, and making oral and written presentations
in the Arabic. They will begin to show a greater level of accuracy when using basic language structures, and they are
exposed to more complex features of the language. They will continue to focus on communicating about their immediate
world and daily activities. Students will read material on familiar topics and write short, directed compositions.
Emphasis will continue to be placed on the use of authentic materials to learn about the Arabic culture. This course is
only offered on-line.

Arabic III Virtual Virginia On-line Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: “C” average in Arabic II High Weight

In this course, students continue to develop their communicative competence by interacting orally and in writing with
other Arabic learners and speakers, understanding Arabic oral and written messages, and making oral and written
presentations in the Arabic. They will begin to show a greater level of accuracy when using basic language structures,
and they are exposed to more complex features of the language. They will continue to focus on communicating about
their immediate world and daily activities. Students will read material on familiar topics and write short, directed
compositions. The emphasis will continue to be placed on the use of authentic materials to learn about the Arabic culture.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS

English as a Second Language I (ESL) Grade Level: 8,9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: Be identified as an English Language Learner on Home Language Survey Standard Weight

Score of 1 or 2 on ACCESS or W-APT Assessment

The purpose of the ESL 1 class at GHS is to help beginning level English Language Learners to communicate socially in
English as quickly as possible through ESL education and to help those students become successful in their school
programs. Instruction will also strive to help those students adjust culturally to life in the United States.

English as a Second Language 11 (ESL) Grade Level: 8,9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: Score of 3 or 4 on ACCESS or W-APT Assessment Standard Weight

The purpose of the ESL 1 class at GHS is to continue to instruct English Language Learners in the English language by
concentrating on content vocabulary study. Greater emphasis is placed on reading and writing skills. Also content area
classes are closely monitored and content area instruction is scaffolded and reinforced.

OFF CAMPUS OFFERINGS

SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL (SWVGS)

http://swvgs.us
100 Northwood Drive

Pulaski, VA 24301
540-643-0637

A LINWOOD HOLTON GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL (LHGS)
www.hgs.k12.va.us

VIRGINIA VIRTUAL ADVANCED PLACEMENT SCHOOL
www.virtualvirginia.org

BLUE RIDGE CROSSROADS GOVERNOR’S ACADEMY FOR TECHNICAL EDUCAITON (BRCGATE)

Southwest Virginia Governor’s School Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: Standardized test scores: 90" percentile or above High Weight

SOL scores 500 or greater are ideal

High science and mathematics course grades

PSAT/SAT Scores: 90™ percentile or above

Consistent attendance

Strong teacher and counselor recommendation

Completion of Algebra I and Algebra II (completion of Geometry preferred)

DAT Scores (if available: Abstract Reasoning score above average)

Campus visit; interview; application; parent approval

Galax City School Board approval
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The Southwest Virginia Governor’s School for Science, Mathematics, and Technology is one of eight schools established
by the Governor of Virginia to create unique educational opportunities for students with aptitude and interest in science
and mathematics. Students attend the Governor’s School in the morning for advanced math and science courses and
return to Galax High School in the afternoon for English, Social Studies, and elective courses. Programs facilitate the
acquisition of scientific and technical knowledge through laboratory investigation and research. The student body is
comprised of juniors and seniors from area high schools.

Computers are integrated throughout the curriculum. Students learn word processing, data base analysis, graphing,
spreadsheet, statistical software application, and data collection from experimental, interfaced-computer software in all
disciplines. The Governor’s School provides educational experiences which expose students to ways mathematics and
science are applied in the real world. The activities include field research projects, internships, a visiting scientist lecture
series, and visits to area colleges and universities. Applicants must adhere to the spring application deadlines as
established by the Southwest Virginia Governor’s School.

Governor’s school students are required to schedule 7 credit classes, 3 of which may be earned at the SWVGS. Students
must select 3 credit classes from Galax High School’s master schedule. A 7™ credit opportunity must be approved by the
principal and cannot exceed standard quality points.

A Linwood Holton Governor’s School Grade Level: 11,12
Prerequisite: Standardized test scores: 90 percentile or greater High Weight
Application; parent approval
Teacher recommendations
Galax City School Board approval

The A Linwood Holton Governor’s School, named for a former Governor of Virginia, has implemented a wide range of
asynchronous technologies to permit students to collaborate and share resources with one another, as well as their teachers
and put them in contact with mentors throughout the world. This is a unique method of meeting the needs of gifted and
talented students in far Southwest Virginia. Students participate in classes which involve networking, innovative
technology, telecommunications, and distance learning in to more traditional forms of instruction.

Classes are provided at Galax High School. Students are required to attend field trips and orientation sessions at the
Southwest Virginia Higher Education Center in Abingdon, VA.

Virtual Virginia Advanced Placement School Grade Level: 11, 12
Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation Standard Weight
High Weight for AP Classes

Students from schools throughout Virginia are taking engaging, rigorous AP and foreign language courses through the
Virginia Virtual AP School. High school students can get a head start on college and save money on tuition costs by
participating in this program. These classes are an exciting and challenging way for students to pursue academic courses
not offered in the student’s regular school. Classes feature a rich variety of media including streaming video, online field
trips, simulations and interactive learning tools. Scheduling conflicts are minimized, as courses do not have to be taken in
live time. Students may even access the classes from home via the internet. Students must, however, qualify as an Early
College Scholar in order to take the Advanced Placement courses.

Latin, Japanese, and Chinese are available for students in grades 7-12.

AP classes require summer reading assignments. Students are required to take the AP test in the spring.
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Classes currently available:

AP Art History AP Microeconomics Economics

AP Biology AP Physics 1 French I

AP Calculus AB AP Physics 2 French II

AP Calculus BC AP Psychology French 111

AP Chinese Language & Culture AP Spanish Language Latin I

AP Computer Science A AP Statistics Latin II

AP English Language & Composition AP US History Latin III

AP English Literature & Composition AP World History Latin IV

AP Environmental Science Arabic I Psychology

AP European History Arabic 11 Spanish |

AP French Language Arabic 11 Spanish 11

AP Government & Politics: Comparative Chinese I Spanish III

AP Government & Politics: US Chinese II Spanish IV

AP Human Geography Chinese II1 Survey of World Language
AP Latin Chinese IV and Culture
AP Macroeconomics Creative Writing World Mythology

CROSSROADS RURAL ENTREPRENEURIAL INSTITUTE (CREI

The Crossroads Institute increases education and training opportunities in the region. Comprised of three centers this
innovative educational and economic development partnership focuses on the economic development of the project area
(Carroll County, Grayson County, Smyth County and the City of Galax). Together in one location, these centers promise
to provide a unified approach to changing the lives of people with a broad scope of higher educational opportunities,
training programs, a mixed-use incubator for business startup and acceleration. The Crossroads Institute offers students
the opportunity to begin post-secondary programs while still enrolled at Galax High School including:

Practical Nursing I PNE 141/142/155/173 8357/8358
Prerequisite: VCCS Placement Test with a qualifying score for ENG 111 and MTE 1 or a pass on
Algebra I SOL
“C” average in Chemistry
“C” average in Algebra II

Grade Level: 12
Standard Weight

Nursing Skills I and Nursing Skills II discusses principles, as well as the performance of the procedures that are essential
to the basic nursing care of patients. PNE 141 requires two hours of lecture per week. PNE 142 requires two hours of
lecture and three hours of laboratory work totaling five hours per week. PNE 173, Pharmacology, studies history,
classification, sources, effects, uses and legalities of drugs and teaches problem-solving skills used in determining doses
of drugs. PNE 173 emphasizes major drub classes and specific agents within each class and presents preparation and
administration of medications. Lecture is one hour. PNE 155, Body Structure and Function, studies the structure and
function of the body. This course consists of three hours of lecture per week. Students are responsible for purchasing
their own textbooks and lab manuals. Students will earn two high school credits.

Tradesman Diploma: Construction Technology I & 11
BLD 135/111 8533/8551 (I); 8534/8552 (1I)
Prerequisite: Successful completion of the VCCS Placement Test

Grade Level: 11,12
Standard Weight
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Students will have the opportunity to begin work toward a Tradesman Diploma in the Construction Technology Career
Pathway with specializations in Carpentry, Plumbing, and Electrical. Students are responsible for purchasing their
own textbooks and manual.

GUIDANCE AND COUNSELING PROGRAM

The Galax City School Board affirms that parents are the student’s first teachers and that the public schools should serve
to strengthen family and parental support. No student will be required to participate in any counseling program to which
the student’s parents object.

For the purposes of this policy, the following definitions apply:

a) Academic Guidance - Guidance which assists students and their parents to acquire knowledge of the
curricula choices available to students, to plan an individual program of studies, to arrange and interpret
academic testing, and to seek post-secondary academic opportunities.

b) Career Guidance - Guidance which helps students to acquire information and plan action about work, jobs,
apprenticeships, and post-secondary educational and career opportunities.

c) Personal/Social Counseling - Counseling which assists a student in developing an understanding of
themselves, the rights and needs of others, how to resolve conflicts and to define individual goals, reflecting
their interests, abilities and aptitudes. Such counseling may be provided wither (i) in groups in which generic
issues of social development are addressed or (ii) through structured individual or small group multi-session
counseling which focuses on the specific concerns of the participants(s).

It is the policy of the Galax City School Board with respect to personal/social counseling that parents will notify the
school division in writing if the student is not to participate in the personal/social counseling program.

Counseling techniques which are beyond the scope of the professional certification or training of school counselors,
including hypnosis or other psychotherapeutic techniques that are psychopathology are prohibited.
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NOTES

The Galax City School System does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, age, sex, disability, national
origin, or marital status in its practices or programs.
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